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Hon. J. E. DODD: I shall be glad if the
Minister can find out from the Solicitor
Qeneral whether any power is given in the
Qdirection I have indicated.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.11 p.m.

Legtslative  Hssembly,
Wednesday, 10th November, 1920.
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Qnmt.lons:.that, delivery, ebe. ... .. 1634
Repatriation—{1) Scttl t of Northern dia-

tricts ; (2) Settlement In North-Western

dlvision 1684

Leovo of ahsenco L. 1684
Annual Estlmates, Votes and ltems discussed we 1634
Bills: Publlc Service Appesl Board, returned 16688
1666

Trensury Bonds Dellclency, returned

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT DELIVERY,
BTC.

Mr. MALEY asked the Premier: 1, As
stripping has already commenced in the
unorthern districts, when will delivery of
wheat be taken at sidings, so that risks
from fire may be avoided and the stubble
paddoecks be made available for grazing
stock? 2, Ta it intended to provide in the
wheat marketing legislation to be intro-
dueed that cornsacks may be made a charge
sgainst advances as hitherte? 3, If not,
why?

The PREMIER replied: 1. In anticipation
of the passing of the Wheat Marketing Bill
arrangements are being made to receive
wheat in the northern distriet as from 15th
November. 2 and 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—REPATRIATION,
Settlement of Northern Districts.

Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. Teesdnle) asked
the Premier: Will he suggest to the officer
controlling soldier settlement the adviga-
bility of eonsulting the member for the dis-
triet conecerned before settling soldiers in
the northern portions of the State?
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The PREMIER replied: The officer con-
trolling the soldier settlement scheme will
be pleased to receive any advice or sugges-
tions which the member for the district may
have to offer.

Settiement in North-Western Division.

AMr. DAVIES (for Mr. Teeadale) asked
the Premier: 1s he aware that eountry has
been taken up in the North-Western Divi-
sion, where npatives are hostile, and mew
chums have Leen placed on thie area by the
Repatriation Department, which action ecan
only lead to tronble and expense to the
Government?

The PREMIER replied: Advances have
been granted by the Repatriation Depart-
ment to approxXimately cight settlers in the
division referred io. Some of these, how-
cver, have had experienee in the division,
and the risks invelved, which are not con-
sidered great, have been impressed upon the
settlers, whoe are mostly working in amall
parties.

LEAYE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Angelo, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Durack
{(Kimberley) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th Novembet;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Education Department, Hon. H, P. Cole-
batch, Minister; (Hon. J. Mitchell, Premier,
in charge of the Estimates).

Vote—TEducation, £456,122,

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [4.38]: Several
mambers have spoken at some length on the
Eduvcation Vote. The member for Pilbara
{Mr. Underwood) made a speech whieh was
somewhat lengthy and in parts somewhat
foolish

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Crude.

Mhr. GRIFIFTTHS: And which here and
there contained some shrewd and sound com-
mon scnge comments which might be taken to
heart by members and by the department,
but which was clowded by mis-statements,
misconceptions and inaccuracies.  We had
alsoc & speech by the member for Irwin
(Mr. Gardiner). He dwelt at some length
on the subject, and as an ex-Treasurer and
a former colleague of the Minister control-
ling the Education Department, we may at-
tach to his remarks some importance in that
he wonld be possessed of information which
would not be known to an ordinary member.
His remarks also might be taken to heart.
The leader of the Opposition and the mem-
her for Reebourne {Mr, Teesdale) practically

Mr.
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said ditto to the remarks of the ‘two speak-
ers who preceded them. The consensus of
opinion amongst those members was that
the State is not getting a proper return for
the money cxpended on education; in short,
that the comntry is not getting value for
its money.

Houn. W, C. Angwin: They 4id not
that.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: They told us that this
fecling was abroad among the community,
and that the time had arrived when a Royal
Commission shonld be appointed to inquire
into the working of the Education Depart-
ment, I would be the last one in the world
to oppose the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission on this question. If thinga are as
satisfactory as the reports of the Minister
and the Director of Eduecation would lead us
to believe, both the Minister and the Diree-
tor shonld welcome the appointment of such
a body to investigate the work of the de-
partment. After leaving the House that
same night, I overheard some remarks of a
conversation eonducted rather loudly by two
gentlemen in Hay-street. One of them made
this wot very profound remark—*‘The Min-
ister for Education is a perfect fanatic on
education, and has instituted a system
whereby n school is opened wherever eight
children ean be gathered together.’’ Tho
speaker did not display a very intimate
knowledge of back country conditions, be-
eange such a system would prevail only in
the back country, but hia remark might be
taken as indicative of the views which other
members of the community, including some
members of this Chamber, hold with regard
to the Education Departinent, We should
thercfore make inquiry and ascertain whe-
ther we are gZetting value for the money we
are, expending. L[ bave heard highly
placed officials in the department declare
stoutly that everything in the department
was of a very bright and verdant hue, and
that no pruning or cultivation was re-
quired; everything waa going on ua it should
be. On the other hand, T have heard other
eqnally highly placed officials who asserted
that the time had arrived when an inquiry
ghould be held, and that never was an in-
quiry more urgently needed than at present.
When the member for Pilbara tells ws that,
under the new system of education which
he proposea for this State, he would ent ount
geography, one wonders what the outlook of
that hon. gentleman is. Most of us have
peen that map of Australia representing all
the ecountries of Burope placed within its
borders some 200 or 250 miles from the
coast, thus demonstrating that the area was
pufficient to accommodate all the millions
of people of Europe. A reproduction of that
manp was published in a Japanese magazine
in September, 1919, which shows that some-
one in Japan is studying geography and te
some purpose. This also gives uws an idea
of the Japanese outlook., It shows pretty
plainly that the Japanecse are thinking seri-
onsly about our vast empty spaces, and are

say
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taking such steps as they think fit for the
future. The isolation of Australia has gone
forever; we no longer enjoy the isolated
position of bygome years.

Hon. P. Collier: Do not take a gloomy
view of it.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The member for Pil-
bara ridiculed the idea of placing before a
child an examination paper to test its know-
ledge of the names of the towns on the
railways between Brisbane and Melbourne,
the mountains, lakes and rivers of Austra-
lia, the elimate, the buildings and the prin-
cipal towns of the South island of New
Zealand; the mineral resources of Great
Britain; the lake system of Canada and other
outstanding features of the Empire, and said
that knowledge of oll these matiers was use-
less,

Mr, Underwood: I said it would be for-

gotten.
Mr, GRIFFITHS: A good deal may be
forgotten; but does the hon. mewmber assert

that we shoulil not teach geography in the
gchools? That strikes me as one of the most
extraordinary things I have ever heard in this
Chamber. It is true that ir my own school
doys T was tanght o Jot of wseless matter in
the way of geography. I remember being
tanght every bay and cape and inlet around
the coast of Great Britain, representing a
great deal of valueless repetition. However,
that is a good many years ago, and such a
system of teaching geography has largely
disappeared from the school curriculum. The
young Australian should be tanght the geo-
graphy of his own country, at any rate. The
ineisive question of Rudyard Kipling, ¢‘ What
do they know of England who only England
know?’* might be adapted to Auvstralia, The
izolation of Australia has disappeared, Things
are moving fast in these times, I may say
that T do not think such remarks as those of
the member for Pilbara would be received so
quietly in any other Parliament as in this
one. The young Australian ought to be taught
the work of the early pioneers, who should be
held ep as examples te our rising peneration,

Mr, Munsie: It is a pity that our schools
de not teach a little more Australian geo-
graphy, and a little less of the geography of
foreign countries.

Mr. GRIFFITHS8: Young Australians
should be taught the possibilities of their
country. They should know its rivers and
lakes and mountaing, and the places to which
ita produets go, and the places from which
its imports coma. The young Australian
should learn to believe in his country as the
young American is taught to believe that
America is the best country on God’s earth.

Hon., P. Collier: That sort of thing leads
to wars, von know.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: The member for Pil.
bara said that teaching clonds the memory.
We know that there have been striking ex-
amples of men whe had had no teaching at
ail but still possessed magnificent memories,
However, tha moral of the observation mada.
by the member for Pilbara appears to be,
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‘“If you want to learn, don't go to school.’’
The hon, member contended that the best
teaching one can get is that which one yives
onerelf; but, still, it is no use to leave hovs to
teach themsel\'es if they have not sufficient
initiative. Thig remark applies to my own
ehildren. A proper system of guidance and
teaching is perfectly right. Eowever, T am
in aceord with the hor, member as to the
desirablencss of petting the best results we
can from our Edueation Department, Pos-
sibly there are some useless things being
tanght in cur schools; possibly there are ver-
tain fads and frills, to quote the hon. mem-
Per’s words, which might well be eut out;
hut, as [ have observed the education system
in the country (istricts, there are no frills
on it.

Mr. 1"nderwood :
enokery nt York.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, aml learning it
very well.  As reganls the growing expenili-
ture of the Edveation Department, our popu-
lation is growingr, though perhaps somewhat
sluwly; and with the opening up of the coun-
try distriets there ias a (emand for more
s hools. Apain, the increase in teachers’
snlaries accounts for a certain proportion of
the increased expenditure.  We have been
told that during the past 12 months no par-
ticular new departurcs have occurred in the
Fiueation Department, but there are certain
netivities in the country sachools on which
I wial to dwell for a minute. Some five years
ago T first mentioned in this Honse a line of
development whieh [ thought should be fol-
lowed; and I am pleased to know that that
line of develepment is being purswved to-day.
[ refer to the inatitution of parents’ and
teachers’ associations, which would take a
renl live interest in the schools and help the
Edueation Department to get better results
from the system of teaching than can be ob-
tainedl without active co-operation between
parents and teachers. T helieve Buckland il
wan the leader in thia matter, and first atarted
a parents’ and teachers’ nssociation.  Then
the Thomas-street school followed snit, and
now the movement has spread thronghout the
eountry., As n result there has been great
stimulation not only of the tcachers but also
of the pupils. Home products clubs have
been established in many of the schools—not
home products clubs of the kind, which, ac-
cording to the member for Pilbara, Mr. Mil-
ligan observed in Ameriea, where the system,

The children are learning

according to  Pilbara’s representative,
was to chase the ¢hild up week-
days, Sundays, and holidays, to grow

corn plants, rear poultry, keep pigs, and
so forth. The clubs I refer to have accom-
plished remarkable resnlts. The idea is to get
children intercsted in their surroundings, in
the growing of flax, sugar beet, wheat, and
the varions kinds of vegetables, in the making
of various things to which the hon, member
referred aa ‘‘wood butchery,’’ but of which
I have seen something at a school fair held
in York recently, where the youngsters ex-
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hibited good, solid, useful step-ladders, heus’
nests, milk-stools, coat—ha.ngers, rope work,
nits for keeping thmgs in, onion nets, teanis
rets, and hammocks. All these ar’ncles had
been mmlc on practical lines, which showed
that the children had been taught by some-
hody who knew something about the game.
T only regret that there was not a little of
that sort of teaching in my own schooldays.
My youngsters can show me points in the use
of hammer and nails and a bit of timher, and
van do many useful things which their father
eannot do,

Hon. . Collier: Are they good on the axe,
or do they leave the wood heap to dad?

My, GRIPFITIHS: The member for Pilbara
arpited that education was not very much good
because it turned ot edueated wasters, But
I suppose there are unedneated wnasters as
well ns educated wasters. The fact that some
vilurated men make a failure of life affords
o ground for asserting that all educated men
will turn out badly, any more than all unedu-
caled men turn out badly. One point on
which I apree with the member for Pilthara
is that the sehoola should not be turned into
nurseries. This applies more partirularly te
the citics. A good deal of expense conld he
saved if the teachers who are now engaged in
looking after children from four or five
vears of ape upwards devoted their time
to  teaching older children. To laock
after children four or five years of
age is the work of nurse-girls, not
of tenchers. The member for Kanowna
(Hon, T. Walker), when he was Minister for
Education, wisely fell in with & snggestion
maide by the conntry distriets. Tt was pointed
ont that many schools in the country dis-
trieta could he kept o-en if they were per-
mitted to admit children a little below the
age of six years, and that a hard and fast
rule exeluding ehildren below the age of six
years would prevent manv districts from hav-
ing any schools at all. The member for Pil-
bara said that he dil not wish to imply that
the tenchers were not deing good work; he
added that he considered the teachers fine
men and women, DBut when he tells va that
some of the teachers of business methods are
men who have failed in business, bheecause
otherwise they would not be teaching——

Mr. Underwood: 1T said businets methods
were hemg taught by men who had never
heen in buainess, or, if they had heen in
business, had failed,

Mr. (‘RIFFITHS That seeins to mo
rather a poor compliment. However, the
hon. member also faid he did not know what
business methods were; so he cannot be much
of a judge of the teaching of them. As re-
gards the Education vote, let us by all means
build schools if neeessary; but let us also build
the very best achool of all, namely, the
school of opportunity, of cnviromment, nnd
of example. Equally important is the train-
ing of the children in our rural districts. As
hon. members know, I have been year in
and year out barracking for better eduea-
tional facilities in the country distriets. In
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1]‘13-[‘ respect a goed denl hus now been piro-
vided, and in that conneetion 1 wish to bear
speeinl testimony te the work accomplished
hy the Education Department. Just to take
my own electorate, apart from what is he-
ing ilone in the Toodyay and Avon electo-
rutes, let me say that the inspectors are
doing very fine work indeed.

Mr. Feley: The inspeetors?

Mr.  GRIFFITHS: Yes. By their en-
thusiasm they are working the teacliers up
to get the best results obtainable from those
country schools, The member for Guildford
(Mr. Davies)} knows of n ecertain school at
Mt, Hardy. T passed by that sehool just re-
cengly, Tt i in the eharge of a little lady,
guite a young girl, Her pupils include anly
two hoys of any size; the others are cither
infants or very young girls, and it is intvrest-
e to see what those children have done in
their spare time.  She has those ehildlren
sn interested in their swrroundings that the
work they have turned out would be a eredit
tu a person woeh older than this voung
teacher,  This is proof that the method
wlopted by the inspectors, so far as the
teaching staff in the country is coneerned,
is on the right lines and is yielding good re-
sults, I agree with those hon, members who
have spoken that if the education systew of
the Htate were inquired into, the investiga-
tiou would result in good for all partics. If
the department are doing good work, they
should have nothing to fear; as u matter of
taet, they should be proud to ddisclose what
they are doing, If, on the other hand, we
are mot getting that which we are paying
for, the investigation will have the good
effect of revealing where the weaknesses ex-
ist.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.4]: The member for York (3Mr.
Griffiths) began his remarks on lines similar
to these which ke has adopted on previous
ovcagsions, That is, he set out to nisrepre-
sent members who have spoken. He stated
that the member for Irwin, the leader of
the Oppesition, and the member for Roc-
bourne had expressed the opinion that we
were spending too wmueh money on education.
XNone of those hon. memhers made any such
staternent.

Mr. Griffiths: T said we woere not getting
value for our- money.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Those hon. mem-
bers stated that in their opinion it was
necessary that an inquiry should be held in
regard to the education system of Western
Australia, aud they pointed out that an in-
quiry was promised 12 months ago by the
then Minister in c¢harge of the cducation
vote.  The promiss, hawever, has not been
fulfilled. They added also that they were
not against the expenditure of large sums
of money on education so long as value was
given for that expenditure. I want the
member for York to include me amongst the
ntembers to whom he referred, becaunse I hold
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views gimilar to theirs. I am of opiniou
that a good deal of overlapping takes placu
in the Kducation Department, and it is an
overlapping that could be avoided if a
proper iovestigation were held. It is wse-
less, however, to appoint anyone to conduct
an inquiry unless be e a man accustomel
tu dealing with the education of the young.
I should like to see a board appointed to
investigate the eduoention system of  the
State, and my opinion is that the personnel
of that board should inelude some of the
teachers at present conneeted with the sys-
tem. T believe there is want of unity in the
conduct of the Education Department. We
have a director of techoical cdueation, but
he is sueh in name only; in actual fact he is
not a director of technical cdueation, be-
cause he hag to earry out the instructions of
the Inspector General, 8o far as the over-
lapping is concerned, the blame cannot al-
together be put on the shoulders of the in-
apevtors or the teachers, 1t is the system
that is at fault. Let us take the positton in
regard to technieal sehools and eontinuation
vlagses, [ntho country districts where there are
notochnical schools, there may be continuation
¢lasses, which no doubt could be made very
useful; but in those distriets where teeh-
nieal sehools and continuation classes do,
exist, there is no need to pay two sets of
teachers to do a similar class of work. The
position to-day is that no boy can attend
n technieal sehool unless he is apprentice:]
to a trade. Tf he is an apprentice between
16 and 18 years of age, he can attend the
technical sehool elasses, but if he is not
taking up a trade, he must go to the com-
tinvation claszs, Take 2 boy who sets out te
learn plumbing. He may also desire to
make further progress in regard to arith.
metic and primary edvcation generally. He
iy attending the technical school, There
might be a dozen or less in the arithmetic
elass in the technical sehool, and the same
subject is being taught in the continuation
¢lass by another teacher. In such n ease one
teacher should be sufficient. It is the same
throughout. We find that two teachera arc
engaged in the work of imparting similar
knowledge. Take shorthand. We find that
the continnation classes teach 3shortband,
and we find also that this art is also teught
in the teehnical sehonl. When it was sug-
gested that there was no necessity to have
shorthand taught in both the technieal
school and the continuation classes, the reply
came that it was necessary to teach it in
the continuation classes in order to induce
the echildren to attend. That whieh is
tanght in the continnation classes is almost
useless, beeause in those classes they do mot
work on lines similar to those adopted in
the technieal school. When the students at-
tend the teehniesl school they have to go
back ir order to take up the work which
they were not taught in the econtinuation
classes. That i3 the kind of thing thnt costs
meney. I may cite an instance where in one
district a ninth standard was started for
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hoys and givls, and where in the same dis-
triect a similar standard existed in the tech-
nichal school. Tt was not possible to get a
sufficient number of students in the day
school clasg, and they pathered students
from the sixth and seventh standard in
order to make up the number, while the
technical achool eould have embraced the
lot. That procedure meant the appointment
of two extra teachers at £200 per annum
cach when one should have been sufficient,
It is matters of that kind that require to be
investigated. There iz no doubt that if an
inquiry had been held, as was promised by
the Government a year ago, it would have
revealed that many improvements were cap-
able of heing effected.

The Premicr: You can have the inquiry.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The member for
TPilbara pointed out that it was impoassible
to learn a trade at a technmical school, T
would remind him that a technieal school
is not brought into existenee to teach trades,
bhut to aid those who wish to learn trades.
The hon. member said that there was no
necessity for a person to go to a technical
sthool to learn Macksmithing,

Mr. Underwood: I said there was no
theory in blacksmithing,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Let me point ocut
an advantage that the State derives by in-
eluding blacksmithing in the teehnical
sehool curriculum, Many attend tho black-
amithing clagses in order to get merely an
inkling of the trade; they may not have any
desire to follow it up as a trade, but their
desire may he to sequire a knowledge of it
s0 that they may be able o turn it to use-
ful aceount at a later period when geing on
the land. I know many men who have
availed themselves of the opportunity to
learn gsomeothing of blacksmithing with that
object in view.

Mr. Underwood: That is exactly what 1
said. Read ‘‘Hansard.’’

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: The hon. member
snid that those people had no right to at-
tend the classes.

Mr. Thnderwood: T said there was mno
theory in blacksmithing.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: T have made in-
quiries in regard to the vesults which have
foilowed the teaching of blacksmithing at
the Tremantle Technical School, and T have
gathered the following interesting informa-
tion, ‘“A’? ig a returned goldier trainee who
catered the class during the last term of 1919
and who has done well He is now
employed at Bolton and Sons, and has
a forge and striker continually  with
him, ““B’’ is an apprentice employed
hy H. H. Tollington, coachbuilder, and
is also doing well. He has been attending
the class since May, 1919, He also has a
forge and a lad to strike for him. *‘C*’ is
another apprentice who entered the class ab
the beginning of the year. HHe is employed
at Bolton and Sons, and has o forge and a
striker. ‘D7’ is a returned soldier apnren-
tice emploved at the State Tmplement Works
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and is doeing fairly well.  The remaining
students arec not yet apprenticeed, for the
veason that there is n scarcity of factories
in the State to which apprentices ean go. T
am inclined to agree that a lot of work is
carriedl on in onr schools which is unneces-
pary, Girls are not taught to dust chairs,
or gweep out rooms, or washing and ironing,
or cooking, and things of that description
which e¢an he tanght to them at home., TIn
otder countries domestic duties were taught
to provide domestic servants for the large
cities, but they could uot be taught in the
home, cspecially where there were five or
six families in one house, Tn Australia we
are differently situated, inasmuch as nearly
every person has o eomfortable home and
mothers teach this work, What is taught
in the way of domestic duties in technienl
scliools is very different from that which is
learnt in the home, Take vooking. Tn n
houschold ordinary utentils are used, but in
a techuieal sehool they do wot have them,
twmd again, an ordinary person docs not use
the ingredients which are wsed in a school.
Therefore, the knowledge of cookery that is
aequired in a techunieal school is of little
value in a home.
The Premier:
ful person,

Men. W. (I, ANGWIN: Vhat these girls
learn at the eooking school is of no use to
their future hushands, Tf we had plenty of
money to spend it would be all right, but
the Kdueation Vote has increased by some
£123,000 during the last three or four years.
Our continuation classes in country districts
are certainly required; a hoy leaving school
apenres great benefit by attending  those
classes. But in many of the towns where we
have teclhinical schools those schools eould,
to n very large cxtent, do the work of the
continuation classes. Tt would mean better
attendaneces and would aholish the system
under which payment is made according to
the number of scholars attending. The State
has not had full valne for the money ex-
pended on continuation classes. T am not
blaming the teachers. The system is such
that the children do not follow up the classes
for more than one session, and so the State
does not gét full valne for its money. The
Premier has stated by interjection that he
will afford an inquiry. TFhat, T think, should
satisfy cvery hon. memher amd the country
also.

A good cook i= a very use-

My, FOLEY (Leonora) [5.17]: I wish to
be direet in my appeal to the Premier that
an inquiry shal) be held into our edueationat
system. I want the Premier to take the
Nouse into his confidenee hefore the com-
misgioners who will make the inquiry are
nppointed, so that we may le sure that those
appointed will give the State a fair deal.
Only last year a joint committee of inquiry
was appointed. T have read the report of
that committee and, so far as T can see, it is
of very little use in respect of the education
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of our children.  Yet, nnfortunately, we have
to pay for the inquiry. The gentleman who
composed that joint committee were Sir
Walter James, 1 member of the Tniversity
Senate, Mr, Alex. Monger, President of the
Farmers' and Settlers Association~—of course
they get their noses inte cverything-—and
Mr, Cecil Andrews, Dirvector of Fdueation. T
contend that if there is to be an inquiry into
the edueational system we should get the hest
possible men for the task, men whe under-
stand Western Avstralian conditions, who will
not gauge the yuestion from the peint of
view of St, George 's-terrace or from a com-
fortable c¢hair in onr University, or from an
expensively furnished office, Nor do we want
gentlemen coutvolling politieal partics,. We
should look avouad and see that we get those
who will give definite results. A little while
ago we had another commission of inquiry
whieh went info every question on God's
earth, notwithstanding which the State got
but very little advantage from that inquiry.
Those who will make this proposed inguiry
shouldl ask, first of all, *“Is the State pet-
ting the best results for the money spent on
erlueation?  Are our children being educated
along proper lines and in a manner which
will fit them to take their places as good Avs-
tealinns?™" The member for Dilbara (Mr.
Underwood)  the other evening quoted cer-
tain examination questions in history and
geography. 1 doubt if even the member for
York (Myr. Griftihs) eould answer those ques-
tions. Take, for instance, the problem,
> Write the life and work of Simon de Mont-
fort.””  Whe among, hon, membhers could
draw a sketeh map of America showing the
dry States and the wet States? Tt is safe
to say that nn hon, memhber conld answer
ull the questions which owr ¢hildren have
te  eontend  with in an  cxamination,
it is only too probhable that in our secondary
edueation we are duplicating tiie system. The
commission of inquiry sheuld pgo into this
question, and should also “consider whether the
State is getting the beat returns for the
money paid to feachers in our technieal
schools,  Reeently a tcehmical schoel teacher
wus sacked and hia salary paid to wnother
tui who, many times during the past three
vears, had declared that his poesition in the
Fdneation Department was so ardnous that
his health was breaking down under the
strain, Vet he was given this pesition in
the technieal school, and allowed to attend
to his duties each evening after finishing his
day work. The vommission should inquire as
to whether the ehildren under that man are
showing lmprovement, and whether the State
can afford to have sueh a man teaching our
children. I hope the Premicr will agree that,
hefore the proposed eommission of inquiry is
appointed, the House shall be informed as to
the anpoints to be made,

Mr. PICKERING {Sussex) [5.21] T do
not think hen, members are quite fair in their
condemnation of the cost of our system of

1339

edvention. [f Western Anstralin is compared
with the lSustern States it will be seen that
our difficulties are very great indeed. Here
we have a small population apreadl over a
vast area, and theretere it is but natural that
the edneation we supply is more costly per
head than that in the other States, How-
ever, if we eompare the cost per head of our
edueation with that of the United States, it
will be seen that the United States spend
half as much again as do we, while some of
the Canadian PProvinces spend nearly double
as mueh, [ gather this from the latest re-
port of our Education Department, which
continues s follows: —

The Fnglish Eduveation Estimates, which
stood at £14,600,000 just before the war,
rose to £25500,000 in 1918, to £41,250,000
in 1019, and to about 58 million for the
present year. These figures do not include
the expenditure by loeal authorities from
rates, whieh amounted to £15,600,000 ULe-
fore the war and, presumably, has muoch
inereased sinee.

1t will he seen that, in point of ceonomy, a
comparison between our education aund other
systems iz very much in favour of our own.
Wliist T agree with the member for Pilbara
on many of the points raised by him, T must
remind him of two very okl sayings, namely,
““Knowledge is power'’ and ‘A little know-
ledge is a dangerons thing.”” Tf we take the
history of the world in vecent ycars, and par-
tivularly that of continental countries which
have advaneed to a bigh state of efficieney,
it will e found that Germany has been one
of the most efficient, and that the German
system of education is about the highest that
exiats. We should he wise to so edueate our
children as to fit them for cvery possible
avoeation. In a country like Australia the
prizes are to the awift, and it is only fair
that those with eapabilities shonld have the
prize. 8o 1 would be loth to curtail the
expenditure on the Education Vote, so long
as that expenditure is on right lines. There
mny be one or two minor details which re-
quirc removal, but T think the system of cdu-
cation in Wegtern Australin is worthy of
commendation. I notice in the report of the
Edueation Department that the number of
female teachers is out of all proportion to
that of the male teachers, [ believe that in
the main the male teacher is the better. I
hiope that, as anticipated by the Director of
Education, the position will be remedied now
that we have returned to onr shores the men
who left the department to fight for their
country. Another point worthy of considera-
tion is the health of the children. On page
10 of the report of the Eduecation Department
will be found this paragraph—

Our system of wmedical inspection is
lamentably inadequate. There is still only
one medieal officer for schools. Nine large
metropolitan schools have been fully in-
spected, as well as ten country schools and
one private school. Various special in-
quiries have also heen held. The total num-
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her of children examined during the year
was 3,316.

It goes on to show how many should he ex-
amined in the year. When we realise that
only 3,316 children were cxamined out of all
the c¢hildren in Western Awvastralia, it must
appeal to us as a matter of grave regret that
this should be the position, It is cssential
that the medical inspeetion of children should
be made at frequent intervals, Much bencfit
would accrue to the children themselves, and
naturally also to the people of the State, it
an eflicient system of medival examination
were adopted. I agree with the member for
t’ilbara when he condemns the ecarly kinder-
garten trainiag of children, and the systemn
ot sending children to schoel before they
reach the age of seven. It has been horne

out by statistics that those children who are-
most ermnmed as a rle ture out the least -

effieient men and womeun. They break down
under the pressure of intense eramming.

ITon. T. Walker: Cramming is not ecduea-
tion; it is the very opposite..

Mr. PICKERING: T knew that.

Mr. iinderwood: Schooling is not educa-
tion,

Mr. PICKERING: The result of training
children at too young an age is harmful. 1
am opposcd to this system of competitive cx-
amination, whieh is so inimical to the youth-
ful mind. Some other system should he
adopted in the giving of scholarships and
awards than the competitive system, for this
must lead to erarmming in the desire of the
teachera to fit an immature child for the ex-
amination when the child is not really eapahle
uf taking it.

Hon. T, Walker: What wonld you subati-
tute for that system?

Mr. PICKERING: 1 think the system
wlopted with regard to Rhodes scholarships
might be brought into use in preference to
the other system.

Hon. 'T. Walker: You have gone throngh
all the periods of competitive examinations
hefore you reach that stage.

Mr. PICKERING: Some such system as
that employed in regard to Rhodes scholars
could be adapted to children in the early
qtages.

Hon, T. Walker: The children have to
come out well in eompetitive axaminations
first,

Mr. PICKERING: The system is not a .

rood one,

Hon, T. Walker: What are you going to
subatituta for it?

Mr. PICKERING: T have told the hon.
member. A good deal has been said on the
subject of technical education. The posi-
tion of the trades in Wastern Australia is
a serious onc. It has been stated in this
1louse that oaly apprentices should bo given
technical education, but to limit auch edu-
vation to apprentices wouud be a very sarious
step to take. There are very few appren-
tices in Weatern Australin, I found from
inquiries that T made at Millars’ joinery
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works in Perth that the total number of
apprentices and triinces was only 47. The
difficulties coufronting apprentieceship in
Western Anustralin are great, becanse there
is no continuity of work amongst the con-
tractors, who arc thus not in a position to
carry the employces over. The only solu-
tion of thig difficulty ia to extend the sys-
tem of technical education, and te train the
Lboys for three or four years at techmieal
schools in the partienlar trade into which
they are desirous of ontering.

Mr, Underwood: And work all hours of
the dav to (o it.

My, PICKERING: T woull not mind how
many hours a day within reason they
worked, and might even go so far as to
agrec that the State should pay them ao
much pocket money while they are engaged
in learning their trade. The boys might be
traired in Government workshops so that
they might hecome fitted as mechanics. [f
something is not done to train our boys efit-
ciently the State will soon be reduced to
a parlons coandition. Hon. members have
stated that the system of apprentieeship in
Western Australia is valueless, and yet no
attempt is cver made to bring about an im-
provement. The duty devolves upon the
Government of finding a solution of this
difficulty, and this lies in the direction of
the establishment of an efficient system ot
technical education. Tf there is one thing
that is cssential it is that boys should be
taught to become efficient tradesmen, and
thizs can only be brought about hy placing
the aystem of technical education on sound
linea. T am in aceord with the member for
Irwin when he suggests that there should be
a ecommittee of inquiry into our aystem of
cducation, and T welcome the assent of the
Pramier to that suggestion. T hopo the re-
sult will be szeh that an improvement will
he cffeeted in the status of that system,
more partienlarly as it nffects technienl edu-
cation, :

Mr. Maley: Whom would you appoint
upon that committer?

WMe. PICKERING: Outside pecople who
are competent to fill such positions could he
selected.

Hon. T. Walker: Where arve they?

Mr. PICKERING: There muat be some
such persons in this State. Are we so de-
pleted of educated mon that woe eannot Gl
positions of this sort from within the
State?

Hon, T. Walker: We are supposed to have
out leading educational experts in the de-
partment.

Hoa. P. Collier:
State.

Mr. PICKERING: Tf ncccssary we would
have to go outside the State. At all events
it is essential, in the opinion of most mem-
bers, that sueh an inquiry sheuld be made.

Mr. Underwood: Who will make it?

Mr. PICKERING: Tf the hon. member
eggests that there is no way of overcoming
the evils which are snid to exist in the

We could go outside the
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Fdueation Department, the remarks he made
in the course of his speech are valuneless.

Mr. Teesdale: We shall have to import
men if we cannot get them here,

My, PICKERING: I wish to put forward
a plea for greater cdueational facilitics in
the eountry. I agree with the member fov
North-East Fremautle in his advocacy of an
oxtension of the system of continuation
classes, Onc of the cehief induccments to
people to settle in the.country is an efii-
cient system of educatign, and it is esscotiul
that special cducational faciiities should he
provided on subjects specially appertaining
to the country. 1 differ from the member
for Pilbara when he says that a koowledye
of English and arithmetic ig the only es-
sential, A knowledge of chemistry, veter-
inary seience in a minor degree, and of
various other subjects iy necessary for the
successful conduct of the farms in Western
Australia.

Mr. Underwood: 'l
"primary edueation.

Mr, PICKERING: The object of cduen-
tion is to teach us to remember and assimi-
late knowledge, and to think on the varions
subjects that come before ns, Tf we were
to ent down our primary education to the
limits suggested by the member for Pilbara,
we should be depriving the people of an in-
dispensable  oppertunity for advancement.
Sveryone in the State should have an equal
opportunity of forging ahead if he has the
ability so to do, and every echild in the
Htate should bLe so equipped that he has a
reasonable chance of making progress in
life. A knowledge of geography in counnee-
tion with the products of a country is very
essential, the more zo when it comes to a
question of husiness relations with another
country. Business is a vital faetor in the
life of this State. No ome can enter into
husiness relations with another country who
does not possess a certaiu knowledge of the
peographical features of that country. The
more fitted in eduentional matters the peo-
ple of the country become, the hetter it is
for the country concerncd. Had Russia en-
joyed the advantages of cducation that Aus.
tralin bas had, the fearful position which
has arisen there would probably never have
heen hrought about,

Me. Maley: It might have been worse.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is the knowledye
that the people of .Australin possess that
has tanght them reason, and how to deal
with the difficultics and preblems which
lave vonfronted  them. Our edueational
wyatem hag taught them reasoning powers
and how to develop them, It is becanse of
the advanced edueation that the people have
roveived at the hands of the Governments of
the different States that they are in a great
mersire  immune  from  the troubles which
appertain in other countries not so  well
cquipped.  Tor my part T shall do nothing
hy iy vote that will diminish the possibili-
ties afforded by cdncation to the people of

was talking  about
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Anstralia, so long as T have the privilege ot
representing the electors in this House.

Mr. DUFF ((laremont) [5.39]: After the
oratorical effert of the member for Sussex
one has not very much left to say. It is evi-
dent to me that some committec of inquiry
into the Education Department should be ap-
pointed. There are many matters into which
such g committee should go, one in parti-
cular being the coustruction of our achools,
and the alterations that are in many eases so
hadly needed, 1 have had occasion to make
severnl applications to the Education De-
partment in the matter of increased educa-
tional facilities for the seventh and eighth
standards at the Cotteslee school. - The appli-
cation was refused, on the ground of the
coustruction of the school Luildings, and the
cost of the alterations to provide what is
reguired. The effect of this refusal is that
more than 100 children have to go by rail
hevond the eentrol of their parents to Clare-
mont or Fremantle, in order that they may
attend the higher classes that are reguired
by them to complete their education. Tf it
is only a matter of some slight structural
alteration in the school, the work should be
carried out far the szke of the pupils in-
volved. This question wight well form the
subject of inquiry hy the proposed eom-
mittee. Some of our schools, awhieh were
built a few years ago, aro not up to date
in respeet to their sanitary arvrangements. At
the Cottesloe school the sanitary convenicuces
arc sitoated in the middle of the sehool

- ground, in view of all the people who pass,

An improvement should be effeeted in this
respeet, and o meore modern and wp to date
style of building erected. Lf more attention
was paid fo the sanitary arrangements at
our schools, it would tend to preserve the
health of the children to a greater degree
than is the ease at present. Tt is not right
that youngsters up to 14 years of age should
have to take a train journcy from their
homes in order to get the higher cducation
thoy require, when by effeeting a struetural
nlteration at the school in their neighbour-
hood this journey could be obviated.  The
alterations at the Cottesloe school would nut
involve more than a few hundred pounds.
These suburbs nre growiing, but motwith-
standing this the school buildings are not
growing alse. Tf the committec didl nothing
clse but inqguire into these matters it would
be doing a great amount of good.

Mr. CHTESSOX (Cue)} [5.41): T snpport
the remarks of previous Rpeakers as to the
neeessity for a committee of inguiry inte the
Fdueation Department. We have not in the
pugt been getting the best resnlts from the
money we have spent on our cdueational
system, and an inquiry into the system gen-
crally wonld, T think, be weleomed by all,
idueation is n community problem, hut is
the cost of it borne by the whole community?
T contend that it is wot. Tn the outback cen-
tres, where there are 10 or 12 children within
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a certain radius, the department provides
an assigted school. A third class teacher is
appointed, generally a woman, and a salary
ap to £75 is granted, The parents have to
provide the hoard and lodging for the
teacher, and this represeats a tax upon that
particular section of the community. We are
always told that our education is free. 1 ad-
mit that in the outback places the depart-
ment is doiug a lot te help the people, but
it should also provide every cducational
tacility for the children there without tax-
ing the settler to n greater cxtent than the
inhabitant of the city is taxed. The child-
ren in jsolated purts of Western Australia
should e catered for to as great an extent
as possible, [ know that the department
provides travelling teachers, and has also
inzugurated a system of ecorrcspowlence
elasses. 1 sec from the reports of the de-
partment that much good has reaulted from
these correspondence e¢lasses, and that there
has been a hig increase in the number of
pupils. In 1918 there were envolled in the
eorrespondence classes 100 children, in 1919
these had increased to 207, and this yeur
they have reached 300. This indicates that
people in the outback portions of the Btate
are taking advantage of the system. There
is another matter which requires attention,
and that is the printivg of our sehool bocks.
Our school .books should he printed at the
(iovernment Printing Office, and they should
he sent ont to the various school masters for
distribution umong the cbildren at  cost
price. Experience shows that the hooks used
for the older children are useless for the
younger ones who come after them in the
higher classes. This involves a considerable
expenditure for hooks. It could he made
mueh cheaper for the parents, if the Gov-
crnment printed the schonl bagks and dis-
posed of them at cost price. There should
he no diffienlty in giving effect to that sup-
gestion, amd it would greatly assist the peo-
ple outback. As the Premicr wants to get
on with the Estimates, 1 have no desire to
take up any further time.

Mr, HICKMOTT {Pingelly} [5.47]: 1 quite
agree with the views expressed hy the membher
for Pilbara (Mr. Gnderwood) and by the ex-
Treasurcr, the memher for Irwin (Mr. Gar-
diner), when they contended that something
must bhe done to eut down the cxpenditure
under the edueation vote, Members geuner-
ally will agree that the expenditure wnder
that heading is very large indeed. T coneur
in the coutention that we eannot compare
Western Australia with the Eastern States
heeause of the larger aren and more sparse
poputation in this State, seeing that it is
very diffieult to provide educational facilities
far the elildren in the more distant parts of
the State without considerable expensc. I
am not altegether in accord with several
members who have spoken in favour of in-
erensing the age ot which a child shonid start
its education. The Australian in particular
is an adept at learning, and cxperience shows
that the chiidren from six years of age up-

wards learn very guickly. It isalso well with-
in the knowledge of members that wmost coun.
try childrer have no chance of securing fur-
ther cducation after they reach 14 years of
nge,

Hon, P. Collier: Why not?

Mr. HICEMOTT: The great majority of
the children have to take a share in the work
of their parents’ farms before they reach that
agre. Tf those children are taken at the age
of 14 to the gixth or seventh standard, which
should be the groundwork for a solid eduea-
tion, it should he enengh for most purposes.
Education up to the standard I mention
shiould bhe enough to ennhle them to do all
that is neeessary in their futurve life. Tt
shoull be the duty of those having children
in the metropelitan area or in the country, if
fliecy want to give their children a higher
educution, to hear the espense involved and
not throw the extra burden upon the State.
We could save a great deal of money under
this vote, more even thun the £20,000 men-
tioned by the member for Piibara. The edu-
cational system ig like a lot of other functions
exercised by the Government; it is abused.
Many people well able to pay for the educa-
tion of their children, are getting their ehild-
ren taught at the expense of the Btate.

Mr. Teesdnle: They have heen doing that
for years,

Mr. HICKMOTT: Wealthy people have
been getting their children edueated frec, and
this point should be taken into cousideration
hy the Gavernment. Mention has heen made
of an inquiry into the work of the Education
Department. It appears that we have had
one just recently.

Mr. Maley: There will be inquiries into
everything, it seems.

Mr. HICKMOPT: T have not had the
pleasnre of going through the departmental
report which must have heen placed on the
Table ynite reeently, and net many membera
seem to have read it, in order to sec what the
result of that inquiry was, [ was surprised
at the remarks of the member for Lrwin with
reference to the necessity for an inquiry inte
the working of the ¥ducation Department,
beeause he was one ot the foremost to advo-
cate that sueh an inquiry should be held,
not only regarding the Eduneation lepartment
but other departments as well. Members also
understood that that hon. gentleman volun-
teered his services to go through the depart-
ments and see what could he done in the diree-
tion of muking savings,

Mr. Maley: Anything to shift the responsi-
hility,

Mr. HICKMOTT: When he wis in office
he had the opportunity of going through the
departments to see what could he done. Tt
would appear that he did not do so. Either
he could not pet any asgistanee from his eol-
leagues in C('abinet or he did not pursue the
matter.

Mr., Johnston:
fiovernment.

He was "U'reasurer in the
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My, HICKMOTT: e could have gone
throngh overy department had he desired to
do so.

Ilon. P. Cellier: Lle had no opportunity
of poing through the Educvation Department,

Mr. HICKMOTT: Terhaps not, but he
vould have taken some action to have the in-
quiry set on foot.

Mr. O’Logblen: (e did, but he did not
get any help from othor Ministers.

Hon. P. Collier: The memhber for Irwin as
Tveasurer did not have a roving commission
through the Education and other departments.

Mr. HICKMOTT: A5 Treasncer he should
have had more help from his colleagues. Tt
may be that he did not get sufficient assiat-
anee to enable him to make the inguiry he
songht. Tn any case, 1 think it will be con-
ceded that the children should be given a solid
grounding in the work up to the seventh or
eighth standard. Such an edueation would
fit them in the right direction for after life.
Should some ehildren be hrighter and have
prospects of following some higher profession,
it should be the duty of the parents to shoulder
the financial hurden of the higher education
themselves, and not foist that added ecost on
to the State. Money is spent on claborate
huildings and still, in the metropolitan area,
there is a ery for more expenditure. We ean-
not afford this inereased expenditure af the
present time. Such extensions should be left
for some future date. I am in favour of re-
ducing the education vote, but 1 am not in
fuvour of redueing the facilitics for primary
adueation. Roferenice has been wmade by the
membar for Cne (Mr, Chesson) to the work
of the correspondence classes. 1 have scen
some of the work in conucction with those
elassen, and [ am certain that the activities
of the department under that heading will
e of great assistance to the ehildren out-
bhack. It will enable them to receive at least
some knowledge of the rudiments of educa-
tion. Money can be saved in connection with
the eonstruction of our schools.  Small build-
ings are put up in country districts, which
resemble something in the nature of a big
tent, They are run up to fit the require-
ments of the district for the time being. In
a few years the district progresses, the ehild-
ren inerease in numbor, and there is a clamour
for larger school buildings. If more foresight
were eXcreised, more roomy buildings would
he eraeted whieh would save the necessity for
extension later on.

Hon. P. Coilier: Presumably you want
mora aceommodation for the hoys at Shingle
Hut. :

Mr. HICKMOTT: Yes, and at any other
hut. We want foresight excreised so that
huildings will be creeted to cafer for the re-
(uirements for all time, and thus save the
neeessity for constantly adding to the school
hujldings.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna} (5.55]:
[ did not intend to take up any time (is-
cussing these Estinates, and perhaps I shounld
have allowed the opportwnity to pass had it
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not been for the remarks of the last speaker.
B0 much has been said in favour of the prin-
ciple of education, that it is unnecessary to
add mueh on the present occasion. T want
to draw the attention of memliers to the
view that seems to have obtained currency,
that the children of the poor man in this
State should be satisied with the three
R'’s, or with the sixfh or seventh standard
of edueation, and that all above, beyond, or
in addition to that, should be the peculiar
provinee of the rich, or of those who have
money at their disposal te pay for extra
cdueation. It should not be forgotten that
cdueation is a nationnl asset. 1t is as valu-
able to ux ay the land we cultivate; in faet,
without cdueation, the land is valueless. 1
presume the member for Pingelly is a far-
mer, and 1 ask Lhim what was done with his
farm while the blacks were there? It could
grow crops then, Tt had as much potential
fertility as it has now., Tt had all the pro-
wise of wealth, Why did not the Dblacks
cultivate it* Tt was Decaunse they were ignor-
ant.

Mr. Hickmott:
vage at all

That ia not o parallel

Hon., 1" WALKER: Tt is absolutely a
parallel euse.
Mr. TUnderwood: 1t was  beeanse the

blacks did not know geography.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt was beeause they
were ignorant.

Mr. Underwood :
not know history.

Mr, Hickmott: We have some illiterate
men who make the best farmers.

Hon. T. WALKER: Neot in  farming;
they are educated ns to the value of that kind
of indnstry., Most farmers have been taught
and trained. It is kuowledge applied to the
land that causes the land to be properly eui-

Tt was becanse they did

-tivated and to throw off its fertility and

wealth, Without that knowledge, the fer-
tility and wealth of the soil becomes abso-
lutely useless. Take the gold mines. What
were they to the savages? They were value-
fess,  Mineral wealth of all kinds is abso-
lutely useless to an ignorant people. Tt ia
only knowledge when applied, that creates
wealth. Tf T were inclined to indulge in a
lengthy speeeh, T conld peint out to the mem.
her for Pilbary something of the history of
the peaples wiho have had their bright and
prosperous ages and their dark ages. Their
dark ages were the ages of poverty, misery,
nud ignorance. I have not mentioned them
in their true relation, because ignoranvo pre-
codes all others. Ignoranee leads to poverty
and misery, disaster, and misfortune of every
kind. Tt is knowledge that spares us from
all these, and knowledge of whatsoever kind
is the resnlt of edueation. It ie education
that gives knowledge to us, and which passes
the uecmmutated knowledge on from genera-
fion to gencration. In the process of hand-
ing it on there is also a process of sifting
analysing, rejecting aud adding. So that we
may say that we now live in an age of
greater knowledge and wider diffusion of
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kuowledge than civilisation cver knew hefore.
Though our edueation is costly, it pays us in
the long run. A tribute was paid by one
member to the initintive, the quick inteleet
aml the ready response to neeessities of our
men at the Front. T think it is universally
tdmitted that owr men, put inte emergen-
vies to which they were not acenstomed,
more quickly adapted themselves to their
surroundings than did any other body of
men fighting ja the war, and the inference was
that it was becanse they were not disciplined
soldiers, .but let me say it was becanse al-
mogt from the eradle they had heen tutored
by the State to use their brains, from the
carliest ¢hildhood their mentality had been
exereised; they had been faught to aceamu-
late knowledge and to exercise reasen. Their
braing, therefore, were diseiplined, and they
were more responsive aml receptive to the
influences of surroundings aud environment.
The nervous temperament that comes from
nerve cullivalion, beeause brain  enltivation
is neryve cultivation, with that quickness which
comirs from aoch enltivation these men were
apt and veady and responsive on the spot at
the time, and thoy kuew more precisely what
to do than did the more sloggish intellects
whose training had been neglected. New it
is waid, ““Yuos, give the farmers’ son the three
R's, keep him off everything clxc; and make
the other man pry for his knowledge.’’ That
hav been the policy of ¥nrope from the time
of whicb we read in onr books, from the
earlicst. written knowledpe,  Let those aspeci-
ally favoured by fortune bave the advantage
of au cducation. Lot them be able by reason
af their superior knowledge and intellectnal
training to lord it over their fellows.  What
is it that keeps a people servile and sub-
ordinate? Tt in the faet that o few people
have the neecssary  knowledge to  guide,
dirert, order, eéommand and eowntrol them,
and the class that can coutrol them helieve

in  keeping  the  wvast nmajority of the
people  in  what they call their place.
] am not se old but | remember the
arguments when T was a  youth about

educating the poor. There were those who
actually sineerely believed that it was an

evil to give education to the sons of the
POOI‘. .
Mr. O'Loghlen: One member of  this

[louse believes that.

Mon. T. WALKER: 1 am not surprised.
1t was argued that education makes them
disvontented with their lot. 1t makes them
see more clearly the real condition of
affnirs. It makes them agitaters. Tt makes
them desire to better their conditions. It
unfits them for the slave life which is so
congenig] to those who employ them. There-
fore they damn all education. They say that
education is only for the rich, only for
those who are wealthy, or for those whn
have to follow some particular profession in
some ling distinet and apart from the neees-
sity of toil. Let the poor toilers, the humble
workers be born in ignotvaunce, pass their
tives in ignorance and die in ignoranee. Thai
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is the policy, and I hear it advocated by
some members of this Chamber, What erime
has the poor man’s son committed that he
shonld not enjoy all the blessings of every
kind that education can give to him? What
curse js npon mankind that poverty should
debar him from the acquisition of know-
ledge? If we get that (istinetion here, we
at once abolish the cry of demoeracy. l
admit that, 3 we interpret demoeracy in
our modern times, it iz an cmpty or & mis-
leading word, but taken in its highest sig-
nificance demoecracy means that to every
man born in the community, the same op-
portunities shall he open, that there shall be
uo privileges  belonging to any specific
clags, to any district order or caste in
soctety, but that the humblest in the land
shall have.4it least the same opportunity as
the richest in the land. If we get this dis-
tinetion in edueation, if we make it free to
the poor only up to the three R’s, and thus
allow the rich man to whom it costs prac-
tieally nothing, because he can afford it, to
pay for his children’s education, all our
democracy vanishes beeause the poor man
cannot compete; he cannot enter npon the
same course,  Ilis family have the doors
shut upen them at a certain sge, and unless
exeeptional circumstanees give an  oppor-
tunity that is not granted by the laws or
customs of the land, they are doomed to
be ignorant throvghout their lives. It has
been vightly said that the leading nations
of thc world are those who have paid most
attention to the edneation of their poor, the
people who are called the lower classes. The
efficient nations of the world prize educn-
tion in respeet of ifs value to the eitizens,
to those who are to take part in the indus-
tries of the land. Tt s precisely those
nations who are still brutal, still barbarous,
still savage, who have no appreciation of
edueation, Those who follow their own
bent, who know nothing of geoagraphy; those,
for instance, in the centre -of Afriea, who
kuow und eare about nothing; those tribal
peoples who have no education and do net
want education and do not appreciaie the
value of education are the peoples who are
gavage at the present time. The nations
who atand foremost in the world and highest
within the pale of eivilisation are those
that have the largeat distribution of know-
ledge amongst their people.  Awerica has
lonyg underatood the hlessings of haviog her
sons educated, The DBritish peoples, mare
eapecinlly those in the dependencies of Brif-
ain, have understood the blessings and the
actual cash value of education, and they
tower above their fellows in the rest of the
world purely as a consequence of edueation.

Mr, Johnston: Weatern Australia  in-
cluded.

Hon, T. WALKER: Western Australia in-
cluded undoubtedly. T do not put Western
Australia behind any of the nations. Tt
is quite true that in some of the alder coun-
trics of the world, the secondary and the
higher edueation is uwpon g nobler and per-
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haps u higher plane, but in our preliminary
edueation aud the general training of our
schools, I am positive that the Royal Com-
mission, if appointed, will never be able to
give a back place to .Western Australia.

Mr, Grifliths: Inspector Miles, who has
returned from a trip to Ameriea, said we
have nothing to learn about elementary edu-
cation from either Canada or the United
Staten.

Hon. T. WALKER: Or from England it-
self. There is no part of the world where
the people are so keenly alive to the we-
thods of edueation, the methods of impart-
ing knowledge and creating enthosiasm for
it in the child as arc the people of this
State, and nowlbere does the system excel
ours, I have acen scliools in opevation in all
parta of the world. In fact my earliest
start in life was as a school teacher, and I
have always taken an jnteresi in teachers
ever sinee. In avery part of the world
which I have visited I have endeavoured to
find out what they were doing, net to cram
children with knowledge, but to ecreate in
them & thirst for knowledge, and to allow
the children to imbibe naturally and joy-
ously the knowledge presented to them.

Mr. Griffiths: That is a great point,

Hon, T, WALKER: That is how it is
done in Western Australia. Our education
mehods will bear comparison with these in
any part of the worid, Why should we
growl at the cxpense? Education in itself
is not responsible for the increase in ex-
penso; in faet, I should like to go to a
little more cxpense. I quite agree with
some of my friends here that outback por-
tions of the State are more or less neglected
baeeause of want of funds. Out on the trans-
Australian line, for instance, I know that
when T was Minister for Fduneation, we
promised & schoel for Zanthns wiere there are
30 or more children, This school has becn
promised again and again, and the Minister
knows that it has not yet been provided. |
could find fault with the Government for
not haviag provided a sehool. I wonld in-
erease the vote to reach even the most out-
back places. I am plad that something is
being done by our methods of correspond-
ence, but those methods are not adequate to
meet the requirements of the outback pro-
vinees. What is costing vs the money is
that we have such an enormous arca to
cover with our  educationnt  faeilities.
Right away in the North-West we have to
find schools; away in the far Scuth-Bast we
have to find schools; in every settled area,
however amall the population, we have to
find schools and teachers, and as new dia-
tricts are opened up we are faeed with the
cxpense, not only of cdueation in the way
of providing teachers and school require-
ments, but the expense to the Works De-
partment of having to put up new schools.
Tt is & big expense, but the explanation of
it lies in the fact thai we have such a big
area to look after. Tt is expensive in cvery
direction, bat the cxpenge camnot  be
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avoided. It must become yet more expen-
cive becanse, sa population inereases, the
new areas come under cultivation, as new
districts are settled, we must follow up that
cducation, and the cxpense of deing this is
extremely costly, I do not wonder, there-
fore, that our bill is heavy, but it is like
all initial expense in that it is bard to meet
at the beginning, but the reward will come
to us by-and-by. 1 would like to ask mem-
bers who find fault with our edueation sys-
tem, especially as to its cost, what country
in the world has shown a greater responsc
to the expense lavished upon it than has
Wostern Ausiralia?  What nation of the
world has so got ahead with her products,
her wealth, mineral, timber, agrieultural,
and pastoral?

Sitting suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m,

Hon. T. WALKER: It surpises me to find
that there are those amongst my companions
in this Ilouse who desive to increase the cost
of cdueation by importing someono to make
an examination into cur system. We have
spent a lot of money in getting all the in-
formation the world can produce as to the
hest methods of education, and perhaps 1
ought not to find fault if we spend a little
more in order to give us that stable vanity
we are after, namely, a position in the front
rank of educationists. T feel confident that
this is all that can be done by any commia-
signt in reporting upon our system of eduen-
tion. If the commission is for the pmrpose
of seeing if we ran do without education in
any particular line, I submit that it will be
a danger rather than a benefit to the State.

Mr. Underwood: That is to say that the
Dircetor of Edueation is right.

Hon. T. WALKER: I prefer to take the
view of the Dircetor to that of the hon.
memher.

Mr. Uniderwood: You may he wrong,

Lon. T. WALKER: It is not likely I am
wrong on a point of that kind. We may be
entting off a certain portion of our education
which may be very injurious to the people.
We may make a sharp line between the sons
of the poor and the sons of the rich, which
would do incaleulable injury to the State. T
would not like to sce anything of that kind
happen.

Mr, Teesdale: Would you have the sons of
rich people edueated at the expeuse of the
poor?

Mon. T. WALKER: Why deprive the poor
altogether of higher education?

Mr, Teeadale: There is more money for
them if it is not wasted on the rich.

Hon. T, WALKER: Surely the hon. mem-
ber believes we can have no  degree of
equality unless the same door of entry is
open to all, whether rich or poor.

Mr. Teesdale: We have expensive collegea,
Let the rich gend their children there.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, and thev
do. There arve private colleges and there i«
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private education, and the rieh senidl their
children there in preference to the State
sthools.

Mr. Teesdale: A pereentage of them do,
but some have been lodfing on the country
for years.

Hon. T. WALKER: And the hon. member
would have them. loaf on the country stilt
more, That class of people does nothing but
loaf on the country. 1t is the poor, after all,
whe will have to pay for the education of the
sy of the rich, even if we make that dis-
tinetion; Lut the poor man will never be able
to keep pace with the rich man beeause the
doors of higher education are closed 1o him,
The rvieh man will always have the whip hand
over the poor and he able to subordinate his
fellow man, T desire to see the poorest in
the land afforded an opportunity to avail
themselves of the kuowledge to be derived
from every public institution in the State.

Mr. Teesdale: (lertainly, and every reason-
able man would want to see that, too.

tlon. T. WALKER: WNot if the price is
more than the poor, individually, can nfford
to py.  Colleetively the poor have to pay for
pll that the rich enjoy. It is the productive-
ness of the poor that creates all the wealth
that is lavished on the favoured few. It
will not diminish the buordex upon the poor.
They have to bear that expense after all.
What it means is that the door is closed to
the poor.

Mr, Underwood: Would not the pror man
sooner be a rvich man!

llon. T. WALKER: Of course!

Mr. Underwood: lle has to use his own
personal effort to become rieh.

Hon. T. WALKER: What c¢an any wman
achieve except through personal effort?
There is a difference  between  personal
effort unaided and personal effort guided and
assisted by the perscnal effort of others.
No man ean do all things for himself. The
world works for every man in it, and every
man contributes his sharve of the work that
is done. Every maun is enriched by the
labours of others and the efforts of others.
Tf the hon, member had to start as a naked
gavage to make his own clothes, to cuf his
own hair——

Mr. Underwoed:
way.

ilon. T. WALKER: I dare say, and he
has not reached a much higher plane in re-
speet to some thinga. He is still a good deal
of the savage, uncultured and uncouth, as
someone once said

The CHAIRMAN:
ing the hon. member.

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
would interrupt me and usc himself as a per-
sonat illustration. T was obliged, thercfore,
to take notice of bim. In fact, he has de-
livered to us—T did not intend to notice him
at all—a speech opposed to edueatien.

Mr., Underwood: No; you are wrong,
You do not understand. Your understanding
is ‘‘crook.’’

[ nearly started that

We are not discuss-
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ilon, T. WALKER: The “hoii; Tamber
spoke against edueation as we have it in this
State,

Mr, Underwood: That is
a different thing.

Ilon. T. WALKER: If ecver there was an
iliugtration of the need for education, it has
been afforded by the hon. member himsalf.
So tar as his logic is concerned, he is a Jiv-
ing illustration, Mis specch answered him as
Le went along. 1 do not know, therefore,
that it i3 worth while wasting any time upon
il. What could he more childish than bis
cendemnation of geography, on the ground
that some examiner had set a question to be
angwered  which he could not angwer, not
having been in the school and having gone
through it?

Mr. UTnderwood:
is of no use to me,

Iton, 1. WALKER: EIe¢ condemns geo-
graphy on that ground. Is it not absurd!
How nre woe to know where the electorate he
representa is it we know nothing of geo-
graphy!  Where is Pilbara?

Alr, Underwood: Do you kuow!

Hon, T, WALKER: Where it the North-
West and where is the South-West?

Mr, Underwood: Do you know where Pil-
haea is?

Hon. T. WALKER: I I do not know
then 1 um defective in geography. One must
have a knowledge of geography to under-
stand where the Pilbara electorate is.

The Minister for Mings: Where is Dood-
lakineg?

Hon, T. WALKER: We should have ne
conception of where these places are if we
had no kiowledge of geography. Is it not
something to know that Lendon is a part of
the British Empire! How could we know
that without possessing & knowledge of geu-
graphy{

Mr. Underwood:
papers.

Hon, T. WALKER: How could we know
that Germany was in Europe exeept that we
posscased a knowledge of geography?

As we have it!

I eovld answer it but it

By reading the news-

Mr, Underwood: By reading the news-
papers. )
Hon. T. WALKER: In the newspapers

we are reading about peography?

Mr, Underwood: Of course you are.

Hon, T. WALKER: But we would not be
reading about geography in the newspapers
if those who conducted them had not a know.
ledge of geography. I mention this merely
to show the absurdity of the hon. member’s
arguments, Another reason he gave for his
opposition te the present system of cduca-
tion is that some people forgot much of what
they had learned at schoel. There is not a
member here who has not forgotten, in the

course of his life, more than he ac-
tually knows at present. Notwith-
standing this;, what he has  learncd
in the past has had a  substantiol

effect upon his training and his appreciation
of similar subjects when he meets with them
again. His early training has ripened his in-
tellert, matured his judgment and enriched
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his mind generally. The more knowledge that
has come to us in our lives, the finer doea our
appreciation become of knowledge of a simi-
lar natnre when we meet with it again. It
is true that we cannot retain all that we have
ever Jearned, but we must have benefited by
what we have learned. The step we are on
to-day is the step we stepped from, so to
sjpwak, yesterday., Yesterday we forgot, but
the knowledpe we had yesterday helps us to-
dav, | wish hon. members to keep that in
mimt, S our cducation of the past has
helped to build up the glories of the pre-
sent, of whatever kind they are.

Mr. Underwoold. Uneducated men  built
onr railways,
flon. T. WALKER: There could have

been no  railways without Stevenson angd
Watl, and there conld uot have been Steven-
=ob and Watt unless there had been men with
knowledgge  precoding  them.  Education s
knowledge that has been imbibed and bas be-
ecome a purt of us and our way of thinking,
fromm whatever source it has come,

Mir. Underwood:  An  uneducated man
invented the printing machine,

Hon. T. WALKER: He counld uot have
invented a printing machine unless there had
been printing done before his time. There
conld not possibly have been an inventor of
& machine for that kind of work unless work
of that kind had been done before; and the
knowledye of that work had influenced the
brain and stimulated the thought, and given
that necessary impetus and energy to the in-
telleet, of the man who ereated the machine.
Start dead level in England without any in-
fluenee of the world outside upon you, and
what ean you hecome? ('an one have s
Shakespeare or a Bacon or a Newton among
savapes? Can there be an ISdison amongst
ecannibals!  Geniuses vome as the product of
the accumulafed edueation of the nation.
They are the result ef the influence of envir-
onments, of all ¢dueational forees upon the
individunal, stirring and inspiring the inner
resonrees of man, ‘That is the reason why we
have men eelipsing others in their sphere ot
life. They could not do that without the
atmosphere, without the environments; and
these must be edneational, must be the result
of nat only individual effort at the present
time, but of the combined individual efforts
of the world of the past. That is what edu-
eption doos for us. The member for Pilbara
has spoken of the University., He is not ac-
quainted with what really a university is and
doos.  None of our universities may be per-
fect, but some of the universitics of Europe
have contributed to the knowledge of the
world in a way to curich enormounsly every
individnal member of the community, and
imntensely to inerease his blessings, whether
he be a wage slave or a rich proprietor of the
roil mattera not. The men in the universitics,
by their rescarches, by their discoveries, hy
their applieation of science to materinl pro-
virees, have made the whale world richer.
The hon. member knows nothing of them. Te
iz a liviug illustration of what vanity com-
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bined with ignoramce can do in decrying
those great benefits of which be himself is
taking sclfish advantage every day that he
lives. [ shall not lengthen my speach, nor
deal with this subject as I should like to do.
Time is pressing. I know the Premier wants
to get away, and 1 am anXious to oblige the
hon. gentleman in that respect. However, I
think it is unnccessary to say more in order
to convince the Committee that education is
the greatest usset of the Btate, that an edu-
cuted general citizenship is the greatest as-
sistance that a State can possibly have
towards its welfare, that all our riches, both
naturzl and artificial, are valueless unless we
have education to appreciate them and to
utilise them.

Mr. LARRIBON (Aven) [7.50]): I under-
stand that there is a new departure eithar
contemplated or already deeided upon, namoly
to transfer agricultural edueation from the
Department of Agrienlture to that of BEduca-
tion. I shall not traverse any of the ground
coverell by previons speakers, but shall
merely refer to what transpired in the course
of a specch delivered some weeks ago by the
member for Rocbourne (Mr. Tecsdale), and
that is the fact that portions of our school
grounds are plotted out with cercals, vege-
tables and flowers, the art of cultivation
thus heing tanght to ehildren attending the
country schoels. I consider that that branch
of education ecan be generally applied for the
bencfit of certain new industries in this State,
T do not koow of any form of agriculturai
education that is likely to sceure better re-
sults. The Erducation Department weuld do
well to put in small plots at our conntry
#chools, from the South-West to the far
North, plots of say 12 feet square, so as to
ascertain the nature of tho soil, the elimatic
conditions, and whether inseet pests are pre-
sent which will interfere with growth and
development. These experimental plots sheuld
be planted with flax, sugar beet, and tobacco.
We know that in those parts of the State
where the growth of tobacco has already been
attempted, inseet pests have punctured the
leaves so that the erop was of little commer-
cial valee. T am of opinion that the experi-
nments whieh T suggest would prove of ma-
terial benefit to the possible new industries
of flax-growing, sugar heet cultivation, and
tobaceo culture. T trust that the , Minister
representing  the Education Department in
thia Chamber will take note of those few
words.

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [7.52]:
There is only one matter T wish to bring for-
ward in eonnection with the Fdueation Ea-
timates, and that is the position of the school
teachers known ms ‘“‘supplics.’” T eonsider
that these teachers shonld be given increnses
of salary similar to those which the per-
menent teachers are likely to receive as the
result of the understanding arrived at with
the Government. Some of the *suppliey’’
are employed only for the actual teaching
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time, and when the lolidays come their sor-
vices are dispensed with, ingtead of the
‘‘supplies’’ recciving payment for holidays
in the same way as the permanent teachers
do, Further, a munher of these ‘‘supply’’
teachers who are qualified thercfor by exam-
ination should be transferred to the per-
manent staff, Some of the ‘‘supplies’’ have
made application for sueh transfer, but the
excuse of the department has been that they
are waiting to 61l the vaeancies with re-
turned soldicrs. That excuse has heen put
forward for two years or more, and the au-
thoritics ought by this time to know how
many returned soldiers are still to be placed
in the Wdueation Department. | trust that
the Government will take note of the posi-
tion, and that they will treat the teachers
known as ‘fsupplies™ in a fair and equit-
able manuer,

The MINISTER 'OR MINES (Hon. T,
Seaddan—Albany) [7.534]: The Premier,
who has charge of the KEdueation vote, desires
me to cxpress his regret that an appoint-
ment has compelled him to leave the Cham-
her and that, therefore, he is unable to re-
ply to the eritieisms levelled af the Fduea-
tion Department by varions hon. members.
The attitude adopted hy the membér for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwond) is hardly one that
van be dealt' with in connection with the la-
timates, It is quite right that that hon. mem-
ber should use this oceasion to express his
opinions on the matter; but if he desires to
tranglate those opinions into action, then he
must move P'arliament to amend the Eduea-
tion Act, which lays down 2 certain method
to be followed. The Aet, for instanee, pro-
vides that children mnst compulsorily attend
achool at the age of six vears and remain
there until the ape of 14, Therefore, if we
desire to nlter the eonditions of cdueation
in that respect, the Education Aet must be
amended. Many people may hold views some-
what similar to those of the member Tfor
Pilbara as to the waste of money and energy
in attempting to educate children of six;
but it is a remarkable fact that the Imnperial
Government, notwithstanding the stress re-
sulting from the war, have enormously in-
creased their expenditure on edueation by
providing compulsory schooling for children
of o much vounger age than that previously
in foree, and cven by providing nursery
schools to be attended by children from the
age of two years upwards. T think the
leader of the Opposition snggested that it is
practically an aet of insanity fo take chil-
dren of the age of Ave years into schools;
but it would appear that the Imperial Gov-
ernment are perpetrating an aet of some-
thing more than insanity by providing that
children shall attend school at the age of
two years. | am not soggesting that we
should follow the example of the Imperial
Government, but am merely pointing out
that the Imperial Government are provid-
ing funds for the cducation of auch very

voung children. .
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Mr. Johnston: But we desire to keep the
thildren at school ionger.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Exactly.
My view is that 12 months’ education after
the age of 13 or 14 years is of more value
than education during all the five jyears
from the age of five to ten. I could men-
tion numecrous cases of boys who have made
good in differvent walks of life and who
receivad practically no education until they
had reached the age of ten. T de not desire
to be like the Welshman who said, “‘There
are good men out of work, and I am one of
them’’; but perhaps I may be permitted to
mention the circumstance that I did not re-
eeive three months’ edueation until T was
ten years old. Ifowever, I did not leave
echool until I had passed what was then
called the sixth standard, the cquivalent of
what is now called the seventh or the eighth
standard. [ may say that [ was not wearied,
and that therefore I enjoyed the process of
education.  There is always a possibility
that a chilidl whe is kept hanging en to hum-
drirm school life for & number of yenrs will
get utterly tired of it. There is an oppor-
tunity to extend our educational syatem to
the further advantage of the State by ap-
plying our efforts in the direction of finish-
ing off rather than in that of starting off.
I think [ mentioned last session the case of
Pupin, who had no edueation until he reached
the age of 18 years. Pupin went from Aus-
trin to America and commeneed work there,
and during the time he wus earning just
suflicient to keep himaelf he went to school.
Finally he proved, in a certain sense, a
genins.  In faet, the possibility of telephon-
ing from New York to San Francisco is due
to Pupin, Iie became a marvellons acholar.
Mis case, however, does not prove that if no
attempt were made to educate a persen until
he had reached the age of 18 years, that per-
son would nccesagrily prove a suecess, The
case of Pupin proves the exception rather
than the rule. T helieve the opinion of the
community is that, subject to funds being
available, the State shonld give each child
an opportunity to commence its education as
soon as the child is in a position to under-
stand what cdueation means, and that that
cdueation should be so finished off as to yield
the greatest possible advantage to the ehild
and also to the State.  The burden of the
complaint made by the member for Irwin
(Mr. Gardiner) wig the increased expendi-
ture on our cdueational system. While it is
quite true that there haa heen a good deal of
criticism from time to time regarding the in-
creased expenditure, it is also true that no
one has yet suggested any definite method
by which that expenditure may be reduced.
A year or twe ago the member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington) suggested that the Govern-
ment should merely take a pen and write
£150,000 off the annual expenditure. T ean-
not for a moment think that the Committee
would agree to the pdoption of any sueh
course. In all these things the difficulty is
to make a reduetion of such an amount as
will be a real benefit from the aspeet of
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cconomy, and at the same time to avoid
making inronds upen the esentials of an edu-
cutional system which is recognised as prob-
ubly seecond to none im Aunstralia or in the
British Empire. Last year the excess ex-
penditure amounted to about £24,000. But
Jet hon. members bear in mind the inerease
prreanted in school tenchers’ salaries.

Mr, Underwood: Buot last year’s vote
showed an increase over the previous year’s

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so,
We hove to realise the fact that the number
of vhildren atteading our sehools is inereas-
ing. We would be poing backwards if it were
not s0.

[lon. W, . Angwin:
teachers' salaries after
down last time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T was
ceming to that point, too. Take our classes
penerally from the primary schools to the
University.  The numbers attending are in-
vreasing all along the line. As a matter of
Tuct, the £24000 in cxcess of the amount
voted by Parliament was due to the fact that
we were compelled, not reluetantly I will ad-
mit, to grant inercases to the teaching stoff
amounting to something like £25,000.

Afr, Johnston: "That is where if zomes in.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is eaay
tu estimate the expeuditure in the Education
Department from the point of view of the
teaching staff. Little .diflienlty need be ex-
perienced in framing the Fstimates on that
Intsis, unless a docision has been arrived at
to increase salaries, but no definite amount
fixed. The Dbalance, such as contingencies,
can also be very well estimated, with the re-
sult that the Fducation Estimates are nearly
atways fairly acenrate. Tf, after passing the
Kustimates, an increase is granted . to the
teaehing staff, that eannot be foreseen. It
would be hardly feasible to provide a round
sum to c¢over increases in the event of a de-
cision heing arrived at to grant increases
when framing the Estimates. Tf sueh a deci-
ston were arrived at, it wounld not be possible
to state aceurately the amount such un in-
erease wonld involve, This year the inerease
is about £40,000. This is due largely to the
itereases to the teaching stall, and I am not
sure whether this amount represents the total
incrense, beenruse we have provided a tribunal
for the reelassifieation of the teaching staff,
#s well as of the public service. Next year
the =same condition will probably arise,
There will be an excess over and above the
increase granted by Parliament. 'We cannot
I'elp that. The conditions at the moment will
wot permit us to do se. T do not think that,
taking the whele of our schools into con-
sideration, it will be snggested that they are
overstaffed with teachers. There are some
teachers trying to edueate our ehildren with
i) or 70 seholars in the one room, Tt is
impossible for one teacher to give sufficient
attention to that number of children. Snch
a condition of affairs mercly tends to make
mlueation wearisome to the childrven, and im-
pussible for the teachers.

You increased the
Parliament  closed

-
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Mr. llarrvison: Often the scholars are in
different classes although in the one room.

The MINISTYR FOR MINES: Quite so.
But even supposing they were all in the one
clags, it i3 impossibie to properly teach 80 or
70 ¢hildren under such conditions. Members
may complain abont the salaries paid to the
teaching staff, but if they are not overpaid,
members cannot cowplain of any increases
under that heading. The increases which
have been complained of are entirely due to
the extrn payments to the teaching staff.
Quite u number of other subjevts were meun-
tioned by the member for Irwin and other
members as well. One eould very well reply
to most of them, but in the light of the eriti-
cism of the member for Irwin that an inquiry
shonld be made into the educational system
and the cost of the administration of that
departinent, it is ag well that [ should make
the position quite clear. Both the member
for North-East Fremantle and the member
for Irwin have usserted that 1 promised an
inquiry into the department. As a matter
of fact, what T said was, and what [ repeat
now is, that personally T think it would be a
good thing if an inquiry were made. I have
ne objection to jt. At the time, [ consulted
the Minister for Idueation, whe said that
he had no objection, and I spoke for him on
that occaston. There was no collective sug-
gestion that there should be some inquiry.
Should any member merely say that he thinks
there should be an inquiry into the Mines
Department or the Railway Department, the
Minister concerned would not be justified in
sayingr, ‘“All right, we will have an inquiry,'’
On this oceasion, hawever, not only has the
Minister for Edueation no objection te an
inquiry being made, but T am anthorised by
the Premier to say that he will have an in-
quiry made into the administration of the
(l;zlpartnu-nt and the edueation systemn gener-
ally,

Mr. Maley: By whom?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
by the member for Greenough.

Mr. Pickering: The hon. member did not
auggest a Parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. Underwood: He would be better than
the director.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T hope
that the member for Pilbara will not pursue
his poliey of forever saying that every officer
we have is incapable of advising. The mem-
ber for Pilhara says that the member for
Greenough would be better than the Director
of Kduneation, Perhaps he might be, but T
am not suggesting that we should appoeint
Mr. Andrews to conduet an ingniry into the
administration of his own department. My
own view is that it would be better to eall
in some persen from another State who has a
knowledge of modern education systems, and
of resnlts achieved. T suppose the member
for Pilbara will disagree with that,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T suppose you will
give the teachers a chance to be heard.

Mr. Underwoord: Will the Government mive
an nneducated man 2 ehanee at the inquiry?

Perhaps
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Is the hon.
member looking for a job? I do not know
whether it would be unwise.

Mr. Underwood: You might do for that
yoursell, :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
looking for a job. It is beyond me, T confess,
However, I do not want the member for
North-East Fremantle to obtain irom me a
statement ot my personal views and after-
wards say that I promised that the inqguiry
would be made in a certain direction. I do
not know what the inquiry will be, except that
it wiil be into the eduecation system and the
vost of administration, from the poiut of
view of securing the best results for children.
In arriving at a conelugion on such a ques-
tion, the teaching staff natwrally would be
taken into consideration,

Mr. Underwood: If you ask a tcacher to
give his views he will say the system is all
right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
kirow whether we can do anything to satisfy
the member for Pilbara.

The Honorary Miuister: Impossible!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Pilbara takes a view of the
education question different from that of 99
per eent. of the community,

Mr. Underwood: Would not my views he
worth listening to?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tn one
stnse, yes. I do not suggest that the hon,
member would not he entitled to present his
view to the commisgion of inquiry.

Mr. Underwood: To present my views to
the commission is another thing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suppose the hon. member would ask the
Government to give iustructions to the com-
mission to anecept the views of the member
for Pilbara without discussion. We must
have a commmission of inquiry on the
basis of the evidence that they can collcet,
and of a knowledge of the systems operat-
ing elsewhere and the results achieved there,
in order to say whether the member for Til-
bara’s views are correct or whether the
views held by otters are right. To suggest
that inatractions should be given to the com-
mission to aecept anyone’s views on the edu-
cation  system without having regard to
systems cstablished clscwhere, would be ab-
surd. 1 do not think that even the member
for Pilbara would snggest that. All T am
cutitled to say on the present occasion is
that the Minister for Education has agreed
to an inquiry being beld and that he will
welcome an inquiry into the whole educa-
tionnl system. The Premier has endorsed
that view, and an inquiry will be held.
AMare than that T cannot say regarding the
Zducation Depariment’s Estimates, beyond
to emphasise the point that the execess of
expenditure compained of has been dne to
the increases granted to the teachers.

Goneral debate concluded; items discussed
as follow:

[ASSEMBLY. |

[tem, Government Sehools, Forage, luly
ings, ete,, £350,000:

Mr. LUTEY!: ‘There are a number ¢
tenchers who have been temporarily on
ployed for a number of years who ur
termed ‘‘supplies.’’ They are fitted to tuk
places on the permanent staff, but hav
been told from time to time that the posi
tions on the permancant staff have been re
served for returned soldiers. Burely suff
cient time has now elapsed to enable tlpe e
partment to say definitoly whether or no
these supply teachers can he placed on th
permanent staff, Under existing condi
tions, these officerz are not entitled to com
under the Public Service Appeal Boarl, am
heing temporarily employed, they should ge
a Iggher rate of pay than the permanen
staff,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I canno
onlighten the hon. member regarding th
position of teachers on supply. T know tha:
there are a number of teachers who, fo
various reasons, left the permanent stafl
and were subsequently taken on as supply
teachers. I do not think the Teachers
Union would agree to the suggestion whird
has been made, that these teachers on snp
ply, irrespective of the conditions under
which they took their present appointments,
should he placed on the permanent staff.
Sueh n move would be detrimental to others
who are waiting to be put on the permancnt
staff themselves, TIf the hon. member has a
knowledge of any particular case or cases
to which be would like to draw specific af-
tention. I would suggest that he refer them
te the Minister for Education, who will be
in a position to deal with them.

Mr. PICKERING: T nnderstand from the
Minister that there is a shortage of teach-
ers, and judging hy .a letter in the ** West
Australian,’’ that statemient is borne out hy
a member of the teaching staff. If there
is a shortare, that should support the case
mentioned by the member for Brownhill-
Tvanhoe.

Tlon. P. Collier: The report of the Direc-
tor of Eduecation shows that they have a
plentiful supply.

Ttem, Fuorniture, books, ete,, £11,000:

Mr. WILLCOCK: The memher for Cue
mentioned a matter regarding school books,
Tor the past few years there has been con-
siderahle agitation with a view to having
the printing of achool hooks done at the
Government Printing Office, A deputation
waited on the Minister some two years age
and he gave a promise that  something
would be done. The movement has reached
the practieal stage, and recently in another
place members had a sample of what was
being produced in the Government Printing
QOffice. On that oceasion it was stated that
the policy was to he extended, so that the
whole of the printing of the requirements of
the Edueation Department would be done
there. Sinee we have embarked on the poliey
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of preference to Western Australian produe-
tion I think that policy should be extended. I
should like the Minister’s views on that pro-
position. The staff of the Government Print-
ing Ofice are quite capable of doing the
work,

Mr. Griffiths;: Have not some primaries
heen printed hered?
Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, the ‘‘Swan

Reader’’ for the fourth standard has heen
produced in the Government Printing Office.
T understand it is quite equal to the imported
article and much cheaper in price. The
whole of the printing for the Edueation De-
partinent should be dene in this State.

The MINISTER 1"OR MINES: T cannot
tel! the hon. member any more than he
krows. A start has been made, and T ex-
peet the policy will be continued until we
shall be doing all the printing necessary.

ltem, Sccondary scholarships and bur-
saries, £9,500:
Mr., PICKERING: The Minister for

Kducation should put up an alternative gys-
tem for the conferring of scholarships and
bursaries. 11 8 detrimental to the health of
students to submit them to cramming for
these competitive examinations. T know of
me girl whose health was positively ruined
by study for examinations.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ean
only suggest that the hon. member communi-
cate with the Minister for Edueation.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: When speaking the
other evening, [ moved that the vote be re-
dueed by £20,000, My motion was ruled out
ol order, with the intimation that it could
he moved on the last item. T now move—

That the vote be reduced by £5,000.

We could well devote an hour or two to the
amendment of our Standing Orders under
which the ruling was given. The position is
that a member can speak on the general de-
bate and agnin speak generally on the last
item,

The CITATRMAN: No, he may only move
on the Iast item. XNone of the items has yet
heen passed, and consequently it is open to
any hon, member to move a reduction in the
vote.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: And give his rea-
sons?
The CHATRMAN: The vote has heen

pretty fully disenssed. T ean allow the hon.
member to move to reduce the vote, but )
cannot allow any- further general discus-
sion.

Me. Johuston:  But surely, under the
Standing Ovders if the hion. memher moves a
motion he has the vight to speak to that
motion !

Hon. P. Collier:
previons oceasion.

The CHATRMAXN: T have given my rul-
ing. [f any hon. member desires to dissent
from that ruling, he is at liberty to do so.
T cannot allow any diseussion on the motion
which the hon. member desires to move,

He spoke to it on a
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M. UNDERWOOD:  Then, if T desire to
meve the meotion, [ 1nust inove it without
comment,

The t HATRMAXN:  Yes, T will accept the
motion for a reduction of the vote.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:  Withont comment?
The CHHALRMAN: Yes.

Mr. UNDERWQOI): Then
move it,

[ decline to

Vote put and passed.

Department of Public Health, Hon. H. P.
Colebateh, Minister (Ilon. T. F. Broun in
charge of the votes}.

Vote — Medical and Public  Health,
£180,988:

The COLONIAL SFURETARY (Hon.
T. T. Broun—Beverley) [8.22]: The esti-

mated expenditure for last year under this
heading was £183,584, and the actual expen-
diture £240,935, beinyg £37,451 in cxecss of
the amount provided on the listimates. The
cause of this excess was to a great extent
the influenza epidemic which oceurred during
the year. :
Hon, W, €. Angwin: We have not had
mueh influenza during this vear. This has
been the excuse for the last three years.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: [ am
referring to the increased expenditure over
and mbove the vote of last year. The out-
break cost the State £34,505.  Fortunately
there was no repetition of the outbreak this
year. A considerable amount of the expendi-
fure ineurred in that direction was on pre-
liminary measures taken to prevent the out-
break reaching this State, To a large extent
those measures were suecossful, inasmuch as
they prevented the outbreak for a number of
weeks, with the result that the influenza
deonrge was not nearly so severe as otherwise
it would have been, which proves that the
fiepartment was wise in its endeavours to keep
it out as long as possible. The inereased ex-
pemliture on the Woorolos Sanatorium was
due  to cost of provisions, bedding, ete.,
and increxses to the staff.  Otherwise last
year's cxpenditure was well within the esti-
mate.  The amount required this year is
£180,988, or £59,047 less than last year. Of
this amount £53,818 is ou the item ‘‘contin-
geney.”” This is the hare vost of last year’s
influenza outhreak.  'The assistance to los-
pitals for this year shows a decrease.  This
floes not indicate that the Government desire
to cvade respongibility to those afficted or in
distress; on the other hand such eases will
meet with the fullest sympathy. But it has
been considered that there is a lack of unifor-
ity in the administration of the varions hos-
pitals. Some hospitals show nfueh better con-
ditions than others. Tn some the collections
are very low indeed, as low as 15 per cent.,
whereas in others the collections are as high
as 60 per cent. Tt is considered that by. exar-
cising greater care a big saving can be
cffceted in the administration of o number of
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hospitals. Conseyuently, that vote has been
cut down in the hope that more eare will be
taken in the direction of obtaining a larger
reventte  from  those wusing the hospitals.
Owing to the war there was a serious shortage
in the medical staff generally, with the result
that those in the department had to work
unduly long hours, more especially during the
influenza ¢pidemice.  Dr. Shearman rejoined
the department as bacterielogist in 1919, and
during the year the serviees of Dr, Dale as
Medical Officer of llealth and Inspector of
Moespitals have been secured. The work of
the Government hospitals is on the increase.
The number of paticuts in 1917 was 4,279
and in 1919 the figure reached 4,418.  The
merage nomber of beds occupied in 1817 was
196 and, last yenr, 235.3. The cost per
patient per day was Gs. 8d. in 1917 and is
now 8s, 5d. This of covrse is due to the in-
creased cost of administration and of com-
modities generally. Yor some time past we
have experienced considerable difficulty in
petting district medical officers for the vari-
eus towns, Now, hewever, all those pesitions
are satisfactorily filled. Tt is intended to
push on with school medical inapection and
hygicne. Dr, Jull has done splemdid service
in this dircetion. During last year she ex-
amined 4,000 children, The department is
taking steps to see that the rising generation
ave physically sound, and this year provision
on the Estimates has been made for the em-
ployment of a second medical officer and a
second nurse for this purpose in the hope
that, in future, instead of 4,000 children
heing examined, the number will increase to
something like 10,000, Also provision is
made for o full-time dentist. Undoubtedly
this i3 necessary, because decaying teeth and
Jdirty mouths are detrimental to the health
of our children. Jvery precaution should be
taken to see that the tecth are carefully
attended to.  n the past, memhers of the
Odoutological Society have earried on fine
work in this regard.  There was a dental
¢lini¢ health department open for two hours
each morning, but it was found absolutely
impossible to dea! with all the cases present-
ing themselves, aund so the department has
decided to appeint this dentist. Not only
will he attend to the ehildren in the metro-

politan  area, but he will go out inte
the country distriets as well, and prob-
ably his scrvices will be avajlable for
all school echildren at a nominal fee. In-

stitutions with children have suffered in the
same direction through not being able to get
the necessarv attention, but it is  hoped
that that difficulty will now be overcome.
T wish to say a few words regarding the
Oll Men’s Home. The leader of the Op-
position the other day referred to the fact
that the home was very much over-crowded.
This difficulty has recently been overcome.
The verandahs wlich were previovsly en-
elosed and used as wards are not now re-
quired for that purpose. The verandahs were
vovered in and ventilation was thus  pre-
vented,

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Hon. P. Collier: Where have you put the
men who were on the verandahs? You have
turned 2 number out.

The COLONIAL SBECRETARY: Yes, be-
cause it was not necessary for them to be
in the home. Formerly men were able to enter
the institution by merely making application
and withont wndergoing medieal examina-
tion. It was found that under this system
there were men in the home who should not
have been there, becansze they were eapable
of carning small wages and keeping them-
selves, Consequently, the number of inmates
has been reduced. There are now no wards
on the verandahs, with the exception that onc
corner is used to accommodate a couple of
beds, and it 8 not now necessary to
provide any =additional aceommodation.
The total number of wmen discharged
from the home was 86 and the
average age was 56 years. No man
was discharged from the institution until
work was first found for him, and the wages
reccived were from £5 to 10s. a week andl
keep. The number in the institution dropped
from 731 in April last year to 580, Thus,
with a smaller number in the institution, it is
not necessury to utilise the verandahs as
wards. Yesterday 1 placed on the Table s
report dealing with the Medical and Health
Departments for the twe years ended the
31st Deeember, 1919.  Hon. members, by
peruging the report, will find zll the informa-
tion necessary to give them an insight inte
the working of the Medical and Health De-
partments, and there is, therefore, no need for
me to add anything further.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN
mantle) [8.32]: Yesterday we had placed
hefore us the report of the Medical and
Health Department. We have not had time
to disscet the report to see how the work
has Dbeen done during the past two years.
Last year we received no report at all, so it
will be realised that we require a little time
to study the various statistics embraced in this
very large rcport covering fwo years. The
Medieal Department has a number of sub-
departments charged with the duty of earing
for the sick and for thoese in necd. T could
not help being struck with the remarks of

(North-East Tre-

the Minister relative to the varions
haospitals. He pointed out that the
public contribute largely to the wup-
keep of some ‘hospitals, while other
hogpitals receive searcely anything at
all by way of donations. 1 wish to direet
attention to the fact that there are some

hospitals which reeeive very large eontribu-
tions, but they are earried on under en-
tirely different conditions from those hos-
pitals kaown ns Government hospitals. 1In
the timber country and in the big mining
areas the contributors to most of the as-
sisted  hospitals, which at present, unfortu-
nately, are reeeiving very little assistance,
are entitled to medieal attention for them-
selves, their wives and families in return for
their eontributions to the hospitals. Tt is
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neccssary to read the list of (tovernment hos-
pitals set out in the report. They are, Al-
bany, Broome, Bunbury, Carnarvon, Cool-
gordie, Collie, Derby, Geraldton, Xalgoorlie,
Katanning, Marble Bar, Menzies, Narrogin,
Northam, Onslow, Pinjarra, Rocbourne,
Southern Cross, Wynidham and York. 1t was
nevessary to read that list becauvse of 2 de-
putation whi¢ch waited on the Minister re-

cently. From the remarks made by
the Minister one would think  that
there werc no hospitala  outside of
thoso at Perth and Fremantle which
were  reeciving  assistunce, I cannet

nnderstand why the Minister overlooked the
Northam hospital, which is in his own dis-
trict. The whole of the hospitals [ have named
are Government hospitals and they are main-
taingd nlmost exelmsively by  Government
funds. Fees for patients are paid and
in some instances donations aw contributed,
hnt these amounts are very small in propor-
tion to the total cost of upkeop. The uassisted
hospitals are Beverloy, Bridgetown, Broad
Arrow, Buasselton, Cue-Day Dawn, Green-
bushes, Kanowna, Laverton, Leonora, Meeka-
tharra, Moera, Mount Magnet, Mount Mor-
gans, Nannine, Norseman, Peak Hill, Rav-
ensthorpe, Sandstone, Toodyay, Wagin, Wil
una, Westonia, Youanmi. The people in the
timber and wining districts contribute lurgely
to tbe upkeep of their hospitals—and T say
all eredit to them for the mauvner in which
they contribute—and they receive medieal at-
tention free of other charge. But it would
be an impossibility to adopt a similar sys-
tem in Perth and Fremantle. The doctors
would not agree to such a system; they
would not attend the hospitals if the people
who contributed were allowed to reeeive
medical attention free of charge outside of
their donations to the hospital. The Min-
ister, in dealing with this question, put the
position very unfairly as vegards the stand-
point of the Perth and Fremantle hospitals.
Those in eharge of the Perth and Fremantle
hospitals musk be considered to possess ox-
traordinary business experience such as is
not found among those responsible for other
hospitals in the State. T ean prove this by
the present FEstimates, Owing to the in-
creased cost of medicines and other supplies,
the Govermment have found it necessary to
imerease the vote for earrying on their own
hoapitals. Last year they spent £1,500 in
excess of the amount voted, but this year it
is found neecssary te provide £1,000 more
than was voted last year, bringing the totai
to £24,000. XLet vws analyse the position. In
1916 the cost to the State for Government
hospitals was £17,507, but owing to the in-
crease in the cost of commodities, the Gov-
crnment found it necessary—and doubtless
rightly so—to incrense their expenditure this
year by £6,493, The Government corld not
help increasing the amount for the upkeep of
their own hospitals, owing to the increased
cost of commodities. Now let us see how
they have treated the Perth and Fremantle
and the assisted hospitals of the Statc. By
their Estimates they sugpest that the other
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hospitals should he able to decrease their
vosts, even though the price of commodities
has gone up. Tn 1916 the assisted hospitals
reecived grants tofslling £9,775, but the Gov-
erument to-day say that these hospitals from
Beverley to Youanmi shall he maintained for
£7,700 or £2,075 less than was gronted them
in 1916, Whether the Governmeut consider
that the cost of commodities ig lower in those
distrieta than in the districts where Govern-
ment hospitals are sitnated, I do not know,
but it is a veasonable conclusion to draw
that, if it is neeessary to inereasc the vote
to Government hospitals, it is also necessary
to inerease the expeaditure on assisted bos-
pitals. In 1916 the Perth Public Hospital re-
ceived o grant of £20,000. The number of
patients in  that institution has increased
eongiderably, The hospitals at Perth and
Fremantle do not cater for the *erth and
Fremantle distriets alone. Patients from all
over the State go to thoss iustitutions, be-
eause they are the twu largest hospitals in
the State. Notwithstanding the big inercase
in the cost of commedities, the Government
have toll the management of the Perth
Public Hospital that they must waintain the
hingpital on a similar amount to that granted
them four years ago. Ts it possible for them
to do so? Of course it is not, Tn 1916 the
Fremantle Publie IMospital reccived £§,750,
This yoar the Government say that the man-
agement must maintain the iustitution on
£5,000. Yet the Goverument, by their own
dstimates, have proverd that it is impessible
to maintain their own hospitals unless they
have an increase of approximately £6,500
over the expenditure of four years ago.

Mr. Harrison: The rcountry districts made
a gpecial effort to assist their hospitals.

Hon, W, (. ANQWIN: Some of tho
country districts. During the last two years
the people of IFremantle subgeribed £2,032
towards theiv hospital, and the fees reccived
from patients amounted to £4,35%, making a
total of £6,792,

Mr. Johaston: The people of Fremantle
suhscribed only £689 last year.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But a special cffort
was nade at the end of the previous year.
The amount of the donations last year was
£367 Gs. 114, and in the year previously
£1,665 Ts. 1d.

Mr. Harrison: It is very
that of Kellerherrin.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Kellerberrin
hospital has just been opened and is not
mentioned in the report. Another speeinl
effort is being made at Fremantle now. WNo
doubt the position obtaining at Fremantle is
typical of what obtains at Perth. How is
it possible for the management to earry on
these hospitals nnder such conditions?  IF
the Government persist in meting out treat-
ment of this kind, it will mean that these
hospitals will have to be closed. The Gorv-
ernment find that, owing to the increased cost
of commodities, extra money has to he pro-
vide? for every sub-department throughout

little more than
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ithe State wnd yet, after putting the control
of these hospitals into the hands of boards,
thcy say .to the boards, ‘* You must manage
on the same amount of money or even lecss
than you received five or six years ago.’’ The
action of the Government places an unfair
burden on the stroulders of those persons who
are attempting to carry on these semi-Gov-
anment departments. Having regard to the
manner in which these assisted hospitals are
maintained, there should be no oceasion to
eut down thia year’s vote by approximately
£2,000. The Government cannot carry oun
their hospitals at that rate; why should they
expret hospital committecs to carry on when
they fimd it impossible to do so themselves?
1 hope the Government will give consideration
to the Perth and Fremantle hospitals. It has
heen realised that the Children's Hospital
cannot carry on, and the grant has heen in-
erensed this year from £3,000 to £6,000. T
Jdo not objeet to that, but the Goverument
huve redoeed the amount for the other large
haspitala 1T have mentioned, as well as the
assisted hospitals, T wish to refer te the
treatment of cases of venereal disease. In
another place Mr. Dodd asked certain ques-
tions of the Miniater tor Education. Trom
the replies to these questions we find that 40
vares of vencrcal diseases were secretly re-
ported. Of these, 32 were examined by a
wedieal officer, and only 26 were found to be
infectel. Tt is strange that in all these cases
no man is ever found to be affeeted; it is
always the woman. Why is the man allowed
to go seot-free?

The Minister for Works: They have not
yet grot hold of a man.

Ion. W, . ANGWIN: The fact that only
26 enses wera found to be infected proves
that the system by which seeret charges can
be lodged against women is a wrong one. Of
the 32 eases, six produced negative results,
aml five others were lost sight of. There
were ®iX persons, therefore, against whom
rceret information had been given but who
were proved by medieal examination not to
be suffering from the disease.

The Minister for Works: What about the
267

Ifor. W, (. ANGWIN: They were found
te be anffering from it.

Mr, Maley: That is a fair proportion.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: That is not the
woint. T want to show the fallacy of secret

information being given without those who
have been wrongfully charged being able to
feree the informants to pay cempensation for
the indignity they have beea ealled upon to
sufter.

The (‘oloninl Seerctary: Tt might not have
l'cen necessary. :

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I know nothing as
to that. Ts it not a fallacy that persons
who give false information in this manner
shonld be protected? It is time the Min-
ister considered whether this part of the
Hoealth Act should not be wiped out alte-
gether, If any man makes a false statement
to the effect that some other person is suf-
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fering from venereal disease the person in-
nocently eharged should be made acquainted
with the name of the person who haa lodged
the charge against her—apparently it is al-
ways the woman who is charged.

Mr. Pickering: Quite right.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The system is 8
dangerous oue, and the sconer it is abolished
the better. Of all the cases that were re-
ported there is one still pending, and two
other cases in which the conclusions were
unsatisfactory. The remaining eases T have
already dealft with, Parliament should take
some action in this matter. It is unfair to
put a woman to this indignity when it is
proeved that there is no ground for the alle-
gation.

The Minister for Worka:
were found.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not object to
the information being lodged, but I say that
the person lodging it should be made res-
ponsible for his action in the event of the
statement being false, and the person against
whom false information is lodged should
have an opportunity of getting compensa-
tion for the indignity suffered. The answers
to these questions show that the Act is
working unsatisfaetorily, although the
Health Department take the contrary view.

The Colenial Sceretary: 1t is satiafactory.

Hou. W. €. ANGWIN: TIs it a satisfac-
tory procedure to bring these women hefare
the medical officer and put them through
the indignity of examination when some per-
son i allowed secreily to lodge false in-
formation against them without their know-
ing the name of such person?

The Colonial SBecretary:; But for the Aet
we ghould not have found the 26.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T wonld rather let
them all go than see one suffer unjustly.
Apparvently the Minister 13 prepared to
allow the person who lodges false informa-
tion to go free, When there was an agita-
tion for this extreme legislation we were
told that one person in avery five was suffer-
ing from somc¢ kind of wvenereal disease.
Thera is a population of 324,000 in this
Rtate, and yet the report of the department
shows that the disense in some form or
other was found in only 1,038 persons.

Mr, Teeadale: This year?

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: 1t is in the last
report. They may he the same persons
mentioned over and over again.

Mr. Teesdale: There were many more last
year. .

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN: The figures last
vear were 1,400 odd. and this year 1,038,
The average is a little over three persons
in every thonsand, and yet when this legis-
lation wasg first bronght forward medical
evidence of an alarming nature was pro-
doeed tn prove that the disease oceurred in
one out of cvery five persons. Tf it had not
been that members of Parliament were
somewhat seared by this medieal testimony
the legislation in question wonld never have
been passed.

But 26 cases
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Mr. Teesdale: The Act has been copied
in two or three other placea,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It has been copied
in Victoria and one or two of the other
States of the Commonwealth, Western
Australia was used under false preteunces to
enable some of the other States to he got
hoM of, The figures given to us to-day prove
that the statements put forward at the time
this legislation was introduced were entirely
false, The result ig we have on the statute-
book an Act which is derogatory and un-
fair to the women of this State, placed there
beeause of statements made which have not
been borne out by subsequent faets. Therc
ia no doubt that those statements were en-
tirely wrong. I am pleased that such has
turned out to be the case. We said at the
time that the statements must be exag-
gerated. I hope we have seen the last of
this Act and that it will never be bronght
forward for re-enactment, and that if it is
brought forward members will have the
good sense to throw it out. Tf any person
does lodge information against another that
person should sign a statement, which should
be made available to the person charged in
the event of the statement being proved to
be faise.

Mz, Griffitha: Do the figures you have
quoted apply to the whole State?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Yes. Tt is time
the department took steps to remove the
high wall that surrounds the women’s home
at Fremantle. At present the building is
too much like a prison, for the wall pre-
vents the inmates from seeing anything ot
the outside world. In the old days the build-
ing was an asylum. Something should be
done to make thie place more of a home than
a prison for the old women who are quar-
tered there.

Mr. Foley: It should be moved altogether.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That would cost
money. Eventnally this site will 'be too
valuable for the purpese for which it is now
used. No doubt when the moncy is avail-
able the Government will move the home
clsewhere.  In the meantime an opportonity
should be given to the inmates of this in-
stitution to see something of the outside
world. At present they cannot even see the
occan. In faet they can see nothing from
hehind these walls. The stairease in the
huilding is an old-fashioned one and some
of the women are unable to climb to the
upper story. The result is that the ground
floar is unneceessarily overcrowded. Either
a lift should be provided to take sowme of
the inmates to the upper floor, or there
should be cxtensions of the ground floor to
vrovide the necessary extra acconunodation,
It is to be hoped that the Medieal Depart-
ment will look into these matters, and he a
little more generous in the expenditure of the
funds at its dispesal.

Hon, G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [8.58]:
T would not have spoken on this vote but
that T hold the position of chairman of the
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Perth Public Hospita!, and the vote for that
institution has been cut down this year by
£5,000. Tt is unnecessary for me to traverse
the ground already covered so ably by the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hob.
W. . Angwin). It is 2 misnomer to call the
institution in question the Perth Public Hos-
pital. It is really a hospital for Western
Australin. There is no portion of the State
from whieh patients do not come to be
treated there. Unfortunately, these patients
are largely those who are eligible to ho
treated as persons who cannot afford to go
te a private institution. Those hospitals
which are controlled by the State have had
their votes increased, but those which are
subsidised by the Government, and supported
by the management to the best of their
ability, have been cut down. If the expendi-
ture of Government institutions is largely in-
creased by reason of the high cost of all com-
niodities, it is indeed unreasomable and un-
fair for the Government to demand that the
boards of management of hospitals, such aa
the Perth and the Fremantle, should be able
to eonduct their institutions with a reduction
of one-fifth in their Votes. The Minister
says that the GovernMent consider we wero
getting too mueh previously. Let me ask the
Minister upon what the Government base
that opinion? At the close of the financial
year ended on 30th June, 1918, the board of
management of the Perth Public Hospital
were overdrawn, or in debt, to the tune of
£5,500, Our vote had to be excessed to that
extent by the Government. In the following
year our subsidy was cut down by that
amount. Having financed carefully, wo were
again in debt to the extent of £5500, TFor
our last financial year we requested a sub-
gsidy of £25,000, which was granted. With
great difficulty we lived within our means.
The Government took up the attitude of in-
creasing the votes to their institutions. At
the Perth Public Hogpital we did not adopt
anch an attitude. We again asked for a vote
of £25000, and in doing so informed the
Minister for Health that we would endea-
vour to live within onr means. Instead of
giving us what we asked for, the Governimnent
eut down our vote to £20,600—a reduction of
£5,000, Ts there any justification for cut-
ting down the vote of an institution working
under less favourable conditions, while in
creagsing the votes of kindred institutions
working under more favourable conditions?
Tt is plain on the face of the faets that an
injustice has been done to the Perth Public
Hospital. The Minister will argue that tha
board of management should exercisc greater
economy. But how ean we exercise a
greater economy when our expenditure on
ordinary necessaries, sech as  groceries
and dispensary drugs, during the last year
has  inereased by £4186 as eompared
with  the expenditnre before the war¥
While cvery other employee, from one end of

‘Avstralia to the other, has Anring that period

had his or her remuneration increased, in the

"Perth Publie Hospital only the orderlies and

housemaids have reeeived inereases, the nnurs-
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ing staff and other cmployees not having re
ccived any. No matter what the Committee
may do, no matter what the Government may
do, provision must be made to increase the
vemuneration of nearly every individual to-
day employed at the Perthk Public Hospital.
If there is anmyhody who should be con-
sidered, if there is anybody who earns his
livingr, it is a member of the nursing staff
in such an tustitution. In view of vur sub-
pidy having been reduced by £5,000, and in
view of the imperative necessity for inereas-
ing salaries at the institation, 1 do not know
what is going to happen. The only way out
that [ can sce is to reduee the facilities
which the institution gives to the  publie,
There are now six wards at the hospital, and
n order to keep anywhere near the subsidy
offered we shall have to clese at lesst two
of these wards, reducing our staff accord-
ingly.

Mr, Teesdale:  What paying wards are
there at the hospital?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There are no paying
wards, We have two medienl wards, male
and fcmale, two surgical wards, male and
female, a gynaecological ward, and an oph-
thalmic ward. Unforfunately, the hospital
gets, as a rule, a cluss of patient not too
well able to pay. From those who are able
to pay, we get what we can; but it is very
difficult indeed for vs to collect money. If
the hospital were an ordinary business, we
should be able to select our elients. But we
hnve no option in the matter. If a case comes
in ill or hurt, the first thing the staff think
about is to cure the patient. They do not
think of payment.

My, Teesdale: Do yon think the institntion
is abused?

Hon. G. TAYILOR: 'There is uothing in
this world that T know of that is not abused.
1 bhelieve the hon. member himeelf has heen
token down in his time, wily though he is,
We do our best. It is very difficult, when a
patient is vestored to health just sufficiently
te he able to leave the hospital, for us to
worry him for a few sghillings, especially if,
as frequently ig the case, he has not a feather
to fly with. We¢ make those pay who can
pay; we even take them before the courts.
I hope the Conunittee will express a desire
to the Government that the hospital vote
shonld not be cut down. If we had double
the amomnt of money available that we e
tually have, our. faeilitiea would not enable
ux to meet the demands on the hospital. We
have not the necessary number of beds. We
turu people away cvery day. Two or three
times a year we are compelled to insert in
the uwewspapers advertisements desiving the
medieal profession and people in the eoun-
trv not to send us eases, hecanse we have
not room for them. We need another ward
to aceommodate 100 patients just to meet Lhe
growing requirements of the metropolitan

arca and of thede outlying districts from

whieh many of our patients come. T have no
wish to enter into controversial matters, but
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
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W, C, Angwin) has spoken about the Health
Act. I have not the figures bearing on the
subject, becanse T did not think the matter
would cvep up. However, night elinics have
been established in connection with the Perth
Pullic Hospital since the passing of certaiu
health legislation; and a large number of
cases of o certain disense have been treated
at those clinies. 1 suppose they have treated
1,000 cases or more. 1 did not hear all the
observations of the member for North-tast
Fremantle, but he referred to six per-
sons who were wrongly charged with hav-
ing a certain disease, wer¢ medically ex-
amined, and were fornd to be free from the
disease. Remembering that the hospital treats
thousands of eases, the fact that there have
been so few complaints shows that the Aet
has worked well.

Hon. W. . Angwin:
ocut of 32
made.

Houn, G, TAYL.OR: When it is borne in
mind that during that period the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital has treated 1,000 or more other
patients who were worse sufferers—

But these are six
against whom that statement was

Hon, W, C. Angwin: But there have
been only 1,088 ecases in the State alto-
gether.

Heon. (i. TAYLOR: The last time I spoke
on this snbjeet, 12 or 18 months ago the
number of cases treated was over 1,000. On
that occasion a Bill to amend the Health
Act was before the House, and [ had the
figures at hand, T have not got them now,
However, the Perth Public Hospital has
treated over 1,000 of these patients.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The report says there
were 1,038 of them in the State.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the number of pa-
tients is now less, that is proof of the justice
of this legislation. It goes te show that we
are cleaning up the disease. That is the-
purpose for which the Act was passed. If
the disease inereased and prospered while the
Act was in foree, undoubtedly the measure
would have to Dbe pronounced a failure.
Enowledge gained by me a8 chairman of the
Perth Public Hospital enables me to say that
it would be a sorry day for the State when
the operation of that Act was terminated.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There were 40 dealt
with out of your thousand.

Hon. G. TATYLOR: No matter. We have
proof that the disease is there, and that this
Act remedies it, At the hospital we get only
those patients whe are compelled to come to
us; we have no knowledge of the number
treated by private practitioners. These latter
are not recorded.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, they are.

Mon. P. Collier: They must be reeorded.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: They are not included
in the figures I have given.

Hon. P, Collier: But your figures are not
vorrect.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T shall verify them to-
INOTTOW,

Hon. P, Collier: They are incorreet.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: They are absolutely
correct.

Hon.
correct.

Han. G. TAYLOR: What report is the
hon. member referring to?

Hon. ¥. Collier: Last year’s report of the
Health Department.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will guarantee that
uearly alt the cages referred to in that report
liave Dbeen treated at the Perth Public Hos-

P. Collier: Then this report is in-

pital. [ am confident about that.
IIon. P. Collier; Then the report must be
meorreet,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T am mnot responsible
for the report. 1 will verify my figures to-
morrow morning, when 1 go to the Perth Pub-
lic MHospital.

Hon, P, Colliet; We must rely upon the
|ublished departmental report. We have no
other source of nformation.

Mr. Willeock: The disemse is notifiable,
and must be notified.

Hon., G. TAYLOR: I repeat, the great ma-
jority of the patients referred to in that
report, if those are the only cases reported,
have been treated in the Perth Publie Hos-
pital.

Mr, Troy: The Fremantle Hospital has a
reputation.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T know that we have
to accept patients from Fremantle for other
medieal and surgieal treatment. They come
to us even from Fremantle, notwithstanding
the very fine hosgpital there. People who are
sick will go elsewhere if they think they can
ubtain better treatment elsewhere, just as
people go from Western Australia to consult
medical practitioners in the Eastern States,
in the belief that medical seience is more ad-
vanced there than it is here. We have even
had people from the clectorate of the member
tor Boulder ot the Perth Public Hospital.
The facilities necessary for dealing with the
complaints of those people were not avail-
able on the goldfields, and the eases were sent
to us in Perth, We have sent them back
joliy and hearty, and I suppose they will be
voting for the hen. member in March next.
1 hope the Committee will not form an opinion
upon any seare ag regards this health legisla-
tion. Tf any member desires to come to the
hospital with me I will show him what is
being done. T am satisfied that the figures
justify the Act.

Mr. Lambert: On a point of order, I would
like to ask for my own information whether
His Honour the Speaker is in order in ad-
dressing the House in his robes as Speaker.
Tf he is going to speak in his capacity as a
private member he should speak in his aseat
as un ordinary member of Parliament.

Mr. Smith: Where is his seat?

The CHAIRMAN: The Speaker is quite in
order in speaking in his robes, His Honour
has no scat on the floor of the Touse as a
private member,

Mr. Lambert: Am I right in asking
whether His Hanour is speaking as Mr.
Speaker or as the member for Mt. Margarct?

1557

Hon. G. TAYTLOR: T wili clear that up.

Mr. Lambert: I do not desire His Honour
the Speaker to correct me at the present
juneture. I desire the Chairman to give a
ruling as to whether it would be preferable
for the Speaker to address the House in his
capacity as member for Mt. Margaret.

Mr, Troy: He is trying to gag you.

Mr. Lambert: 1 ask the Chairman to have
regard for precedents which exist in other
Parliaments of the world before giving a
ruling on this matter. 1t may be somewhat
serious.

Mr, Troy: He is a stickler for Parlin-
mentary ctiquette.

The CIHATRMAN: TFor the past 10 years
it has always been customary for the Speaker,
when he desires to address the House, to
speak from the floor of the Honge as he has
been doing to-night. He i3 quite in order
and T eall upon the member for Mt. Margarot
to resume his remarks.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am sorry, Mr. Chair-
man, that my personal appearance has some.
what hurt the feclings of the member for
Coolgardie,

Mr. Teesdale:
married.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am at a disadvantagoe
in not knowing whether or not it was the
solidity of my arguments in favour of the
Perth Public TTospital, the Fremantle hos-
pital and other similar institutions, and in
opposition to their votes being cut down in
these Estimates that gave offence. Whether
that was agitating the memher for Coolgardie
or not, I am afraid that if the member for
Coolgardie were Minister and I was appealing
to him for consideration on this matter, I
woulil be depending upon a very rotten reed
in secking favourable consideration for
the sick and ailing. I would not be able to
speak on the floor of the House if T were
not representing a constitnency. I happen to
have been member for Mt. Margaret for the
past 20 years, and by virtue of that position
I am addressing the Committee to-night.
Even so, T would not have spoken if I had not
been Chairman of the Board of Management
of the Perth Public Hospital, whoze vote has
heen cut down by £5,000. ¥t was my desire
to place faets and figures before the Com-
mittec with a view to influencing the Gov-
ernment to restore the amounts they have cuf
off the Estimates. I have addressed the
Hounse since being Speaker only on subjects
of importance affecting the Poerth Public
HMospital and the Public Health Act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin; You have been en-
tirely out of it regarding one aspeet, al-
though you are all right regarding the hos-
pital,

Hon, G, TAYLOR: T am dealing with the
Public Health Aet and I desire to ask the
Committee to be assured that, as the aceurney
of the figzures T have quoted has been ques-
tioned, I will verify them to-morrow and give
the information to the House. If [ am wrong,
I shall express regret, but I believe I am right

Fle has only recently been
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regarding the number of patients who have
heen treated.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would never
have been treated had it not been for the
the Act, but there is that secret statement,
you know.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Wo have had patients
who would have bad to suffer from this dis-
sease who could not have afforded to pay for
the necessary treatment outside.

Hon. W_ C. Angwin: No; the clinies were
established before then,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: They were cstablished
after the Aet was passed. I can give the
hon. member the day and date of the pass-
uge of the Act and the day and date of the
establishment of the clinics,

Ien. W. C. Angwin: Do you mean to say
there were no clinies before the signed state-
ment provision wasg deleted from the Act?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The clinics were es-
tablished after the Aet was passed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T am dealing with
the secret statement.

Ton. G. TAYLOR: Tt wag stated that the
Ilealth Act was a disgrace to the country,

Hon, W. G, Angwin: So it was, regard-
jug that statement.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Any Act of Parlia-
ment which cleans up a disease, to the ex-
tent of 1,000 enses, is no disgrace to the State.

Hon. P. Coilier: We are dealing with the
unsigned statement. We are dealing with
thot particular phase of the matter,

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: Members are clouding
the issue. I say that the Act has been justi-
fied by the number of patients coming within
its scope.

Hon. P. Collier: The particular aspeet we
aro dealing with only roped in 32,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The hon, member was
confining himself to the Act when he said it
was a disgrace.

Hon, P. Collier: In this particular part.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The hon. member can
trim as much as he likes, He spoke of the
Act.

Mr. Teesdale: He said it was copied in
Acts passed elsewhere.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
in their legislation.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Let members be
honest in dealing with this matter,

Hon. W, ¢. Angwin: T am honest.

Mr. Teesdale: It was in the English
papers, too.

Hon. P. follier:
then.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
thing, anvhosw,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Members who are now
gitting in oppogition then occupied the Min-
igterial side of the House and introduced the

That is a weakness

That is the last word,

It was a rotten

legistation. )
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not the unsigned
statement.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Government of

the dav were complimented from all parts of

Augtralin,
Heon. P. Collicr:
ing the issue.

Now you are side-track-
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not want to raise
any controversy about the matter, but I do
hope that members will not regard seriously
the reference to the degradation involved in
having such an Act on the statute-bock. I
could give figures regarding the cases dealt
with, but I will not weary the Committee. I
hape that the Committee will express to the
Government their desire that the Estimates
for the hospitals under the health vote ghall
uot be et down,

Mr, Johnston: Why lave the donations
to the Perth Public Hospital fallen off 'so
mueh¥

Hon.

G. TAYLOR: It is largely ac-

counted for by embers, when standing for

I'arliament, advocating free medicine.

Hon, W. G, Angwin: Ask him if Narro-
gin has been knocked off the list?

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: Tt is due to members
adlvocating free treatment in our hospitals.
The peopla are now edncated up to a belief
that treatment in the hospital should be fres,
and they congider that they ean walk into
the hospital and demand free treatment.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Idoes that apply only to
the Perth hospital?

Hen. G. TAYLOR: No, it applies else-
where as well. With the present high cost
of living, it is tmpossible for many people to
secure private medical treatment.

Hon. P. Collier: People come from the
eountry to the Perth Public Hospital as well.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: 1 hope the Committee
will impress upon the Government the neces-
sity of restoring the vote for the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital, and for other similar institu-
tions, and thus extend to the sick and poor
of the State that consideration which they
deserve, and which it is the duty of fthe
healthy people of the State to afford their
less fortunate brethren. Tf we do not con-
tribute sufficient to the Treasury to enable
that to be dome, we should get out.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora} [9.25]. There are
only one or two subjects which I desire to
diceugs regarding health matters. Members
will remember that the Weights and Meas-
ures Act was passed some time ago. 1 de-
gire to ack the Minister controlling the Health
Aet whether he will do what is possible to
get the Aet proclaimed. Tt is desirable that
the clanges which refer to bread and other
commodities should be given effect.

Mr. Smith: What are the Perth City
Couneil doing?

Mr. FOLEY: The council are doing every-
thing possible, despite the lack of assistance
and often antagonism from members repre-
senting metropolitan constituencies. The Act
in question was not proclaimed owing to the
faet that two lots of standards which were
sent out from England were lost through
ships being sunk during the war period. It is
the duty of the Government to take over the
stundards that the eity council have got and
proclaim the Aet so that the interests of the
publie regarding the weight of bread may be
conserved, During the past year, the ques-
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tion of meut inspection has exercised the
nminds of the Health anthoritics, The recent
health conference provided an objeet iesson
regarding the inspection of meat to these
taking an interest in that subject. The ecity
council have taken over the inspeetion of
the meat in the metropolitan area and altered
the system so that many small shops and
manufactories huve a double inspection which
the Government did not impose formerly. When
it was simply a matter nf the inspection of
meat at the abattoirs, varions people with
smallgoords shops could take over the meat
anel place it in c¢ool ¢hambers, from which it
was taken without a further inspection. At
the present time a further inspection is
made by the municipal authorities, with the
result that small gooeds disposed of in the
wetropolitan area or sent to remote parts of
the State are made from absolutely pure
meat. The Government are paying very little
for that.

Mr, Smith:
pay for it

Mr, FOLEY: Tt is a question affecting
the whole State. T notiee that in the Health
Department s report the Chicf Health Tn-
spector takes eredit for everything in connee-
tion with the inspeetion of meat. The in-
speetion of milk is another serious question
which will have to be considered at an carly
date.  The question of the eontrol of the
supply of milk has been gone into exhaus-
tively by the municipal authorities and the
supply can safely he asserted to he the purest
in Australia.

Mr. Troy: In the world.

Mr. FOLEY: | know, at any rate, that it
can be proved to be the purest in Australia
and as pure as it can be found in many
countrics in  the world, The sopply has
reitched  that standard largely by reason
of the eclose inspection carricd out hy
the municipal authorities,. an inspection
which has involveldl no little expenditure.
Therefore, it is the duty of the Govern-
went to do a great deal more than they
have done in the past in the direction of as-
sisting the municieal anthorities to maintain
the record which has been attained. T have
ne desire  to worrvy the Committee with
figurcs, but a few whieh T have here might
prove interesting, Comparatively speaking,
very few prosecutions were undertaken. They
totalled 41 in the area controlled hy the
Perth  health anthorities.  There was one
agninat the vendor of milk for carrying
water, one for obstructing an  inspector,
three for not having tightly-fitting covers
on the milk drums, six for using soap
for stopping leaks, three for failing to cool
milk, one for washing the udders of cows
and two for using Fformalin, although both
were withdrawn, Tn the metronolitan area
- there are 78 earts trading, of which 45 get
their milk from depots. There are 23 pro-
ducers vemlding milk in the eity with carts,
and 10 vendors dispesing of milk obtained
direet from producers.  There are 92 shops
vending milk and 10 milk depots and 10

Why should the Governmeunt
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dairies in the city, During the year 1,176
sumples were purchased by the health au-
thorities, and of that total 954 spmples cou-
formed to the required standard. If, by
means of the rigid inspection to which 1 have
referred, it is possible to bring the milk
supply to  such a  high standard,
we a3 # Parliament should do our duty and
take over the whole contrel., The city ot
Wellington, during the past few years has
goue into the question of municipalising the
distribution of milk, and the figures they
have been able to supply up to the present
time do not show that any great profit has
averued to them as 2 municipality, although
it has been clearly proved that the effect
has been to infinitely improve the quality
of the milk supplied. Comparing their re-
sults with those of the ¢ity of Perth—and
Perth has mot gone in for the pasteurigation
of milk ag Wellingtan has done—our milk
supply ia purer and of a better quality
than that of Wellington. The Government,
however, must carry out a  bacteriolugical
examination of the milk supply of the
State, and if they do that they will be help-
ing the municipal authoritics to an extent
that it iz impossible for them to do without
aid. T trust the Minister will go into the
question of the distribution, and eonfer with
the loeal bodies as to whether it is possible
to bring about Btate control, or State and
wunieipal eontrol ecombined, always having
in view the supply of pure milk for the
cotmmunity. With regard to hospitals, T am
with the wember for Mount Margaret (Ion.
G. TMaylor), T believe with him that the
State should do something in the way of in-
creasing the facilitica at the Perth Public
1lospital. Not many members are aware of
the fact that there are surplus Red Cross
funds, the war necessitios having been ful-
filled.

Hon., W. ¢, Angwin: T am pleased to hear
that.

Mr. FOLEY: T d¢ not snppose the hon.
mnember will miss the chance to ask for
some of those funds,  There are certain
sumy available for the trcatment of soldiers
in the various States. It is all very well to
say that Western Australia could assist,
even supported by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, to the cxtent of providing 100
heds in an institution, and that that accom-
modation would provide cverything that
was needed. The aecommodation that is
actually required iz 200 beds. T have been
a wilitary hospitat inspector for the past
four and a-half years and T have been in
daily touch with the medical men, Al
those in authority have gone into the
figures exhaustively and they deelare that
anything less than 200 beds would be use-
less, The Government must do all they
ean to get as much help as possible from
the Commonwealth and get down to bed-
rock and keep at them to secure some of th-
surplus funds of the Red Cross to assist in
the pravision of the 200 beds for the sol-
diers. The aceommodation might be said
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to be a gradually diminishing quantity, and
if we can sncceed in getting the 200 beds
provided, when the soldier patients are re-
duced in number, we shall have additional
accommodation at the Perth hespital for
general use and the hospital might then be
an institution worthy of the name.

The Minister for Works: Negotiations are
going on now,

Mr. FOLEY: 1 am glad to hear that
statement. T am looking forward to the
time when the Perth hospital will not be a
hospital where only the indigent may go.
if any man, woman or child should fail
sick, it should be possible to sccure admis-
sion to the Perth hospital at a lower rate
than that charged at the present time.

Mrn Teesdale: W]‘ly should they?

Mr. FOLEY: Let me instance some of
the outback hospitals and show what is
done there for the people who fall sick.
Take the hospital in my own clectorate, The
treatment nccorded to patients there is bet-
ter than that which i3 provided at the
Perth Public Hospital. If T may say so,
there i8 a greater peraonal application to
duty in the Leonora hospital than is to be
found in bigger hospitals elscwhere. Tf we
perfeeted the system of hoapital accommo-
dation, it would only he a matter of time
hefore the peeplo got by right and not by
privilege, thot personal touech whieh makes
all the difference in hospital life. Tf what
I have stated ean be done in remote centres
of the State, it should be possible to de¢ it
also in the larger hospitals. I have known
of people who would have applied for ad-
mission tn the Perth hospital if they could
have gone there on the payment of a rea-
sonable rate. The result has been that
these people have vemained in their own
homes and have gone on with the doctors
as far as it was possible for them to afford
it, and those doctors have had to bear the
brunt of what the paticnts could not them-
selves stand. There is only one thing for
it and that is for the people in the metro-
politan area te de what ia done in outback
centres, namely, to subseribe so much per
week, To Leonora the community there not
only subscribe towards the upkeep of their
own hospital but the funds raised are
also devoted towards nssisting similar in-
stitutions clscwhere, T desire to pay a tri.
bute to the agsistance which has always
heen rendered by the State to the Leonora
hogpital. TBvery Mintster who has had
charge of the Health Department hns never
failed to roceive sympathetieally any re-
quests made for additional assistance for
that institution. This help has always heen
fortheoming for the reason that the people
there have mover failed to help themselves.
The sooner the Government seriously con-
sider the advisableness of introducing State
insuranee againgt sickness, so that everyone
may do a little, instead of only the willing
horse carrying the whole of the burden,
the better it will he for overvone, T
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should like to sny a worl on the question
of the sale of margarine, a commodity sold
vnder the supervision and with the sanction
of the Health Department, the municipali-
ties doing the inspeetion. As the result of
those inspections it has been found that most
of the margarine sold in the metropolitan
aren containg 25 per vent. of the best butter,
and thercfore its nourishing qualities are
renlly good, while there is nothing in it
harmful to health. The health inspectors all
agree that, unlike the margarine sold in other
plaves, the margarine sold in Perth is al-
most us good as butter:

Mr. Johnston: They are passing it off ag
hitter,

My, FOLEY: XNothing of the sort; they
cinnot do that; they are compelled to sell it
as margarine.  We have heard a lot about
the glories of the South-Weat, but those
glories are not reficeted in the butter pro-
fuced down there. We have in margarine an
exeellent hutter substitute within the pur-
chasing power of the poor wan, a substitute
containing satisfretory qualities whieh are
absent from mueh of the butter sold. [
want the Minister to refuse to put any diffi-
culty in the way of any publie hody having
the inspection of this substitute in hand.

Mr. JOHONSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[9.30]: The rvemarks of the fmember for
Mt. Margavet {lon. (i, Taylor) will have
oue good cffect if they serve to draw atten-
tion to the extent to which the nurses in ounr
hospitals ave underpaid, While other sce-
tions of the eommmnity have gone on strike,
those noble women have remained at their
posts and continued to work 12 hours a day,
The hon. member has told us that they ara
rewarded by receiving no increase whatever
in salary and no deerense in their long hours
of dufy.

| Mr,

Homn. 1. Collier: The Florence Nightingales
of our modern tivilisation.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Yes, the sweated Night-
ingales of our moedern times, and it is
time the Minister did something for them,
whether they live in the eity or in the re-
mote biackbloeks. Once hon. member refer-
red to the position of nssisted and Govern-
ment  hospitals,  Narrogin is fortunate in
having a Government hospital. The people
of that district centribute in fees and dona-
tions 43 per vent. of the cost of that hos-
pital, and at present a speeial effort is being
made to incrense the loval assistance ven-
dered. T believe that next year the volun-
tary donations contributed in that district
will relieve the State to a1 greater ex-
tent than in the past. We have listened
te the remarks of the wember for MMt
Margaret in regard to the upkeep of the
Perth Public Tospital. Tersonally I think
Government eontrol is the hest for our
hospitals; still, it at any time the Govera-

Fuley took the Chair.]

ment deeide to alter the system, I do not

think any ecountry hespitals would migd be.
coming assisted hospitals if their donations
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were subsidised by the State on the generous
svale applied to the Perth Publie Hospital.
T have before wme figures showing the dona-
tions and other receipts of the Perth Public
Hospital for the finaneial year just closed.
The feex paid hy putients to the hespital
amonated to £5,624 2s. 100. The donations
and subseriptions to the hospital from the
whole of the population of the rich city of
Porth were €328 1s., whilst ofher reccipts
amonnted te £SO 178, 2d., making a total of
£6,0:3% 1s, on whivh amomt the Government
gave a subsidy of wno less than £25,000, In
other words, the Government paid the trustees
of the Perth Public Hospital something over
£75 for every pound given to that institation
by the people.

ifon. W. (", Angwin: How long since you
sturted assistanee at Narrogin?

Mr. JOHNSTON: At one time the as-
sistance was not as large as it is now. So
vigorons ix it at present that I should not be
surprised it instead of its being abont the
fourth in the State, as at present, it should
he found at the head of the list next year.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: T am pleased to
kmow they are improving,

Mr., JORNSTON: The point T wish to
wmake is that whilst in 1918 the people of the
metropolitan aren gave £1,691 in donations
to the Perth TPublic Hospital, that amount
decreased last year to £328 Js, and on that
sum  the Government gave a subsidy of
£25,000. .

Hon, W, (. Angwin: You have to take in
iu that other €80, That is not a grant,

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, 1 gave credit for
that as ‘‘other receipts.’”’ T do not say the
Govermment are justified in reducing this
subgidy; on the contrary, it is o form of
ceonomy of whieh T strongly disapprove;
but T do say that the Government are justi-
fied in expeeting the rich people of the
metropolitan area te raise more than £328
per amnum towards the support of the local
hospital. There is no part of the State
where the people are as dead to their
publiec  duty, to what Mr. Colebateh
has described as  the steep path of
socinl service, in regard to the local hes-
pital, as are the people of Perth. It is not
surprisiug that the Government should take
sume action, probably with the object of
rouging the people of the city to at least the
same sensc of responsibility in regard to
their loecal hospital as is cvinced by the
people outback., In looking through the
figures one caunot but observe that, appar-
ently, the farther out back we get, the
higher are the loeal contributions to the
local hospital. It is only one more sign of
the large-hearted generosity of back coun-
try peaple, who, as the member for Leonora
(Mr. Foley) said, not only support their
own loeal institutions, but as general tax-
payers contribute a good deal towards the
upkeep of those in the metropolitan area
as well,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How much did the
Warrogin hoapital collect in fecs?
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Mr, JOHNSTON: ] have not the figures,
Lut I ean ussure the hon. member that we
arc bearing 43 per cent. of the cost now, and
that we shall do even better next year. If
the hon, member will accompany me to Nar-
rogin to-morrow he shall have an oppor-
tunity of attending a specin) function being
held in that centre for the assistance of this
inatitution. The reduction by the Govern-
ment of the subsidy to be paid to the Perth
Public Hogpital, although a deplorable
poliey, will have done some good if it makes
the people of the metropolitan area pay
more than £1 for every £74 of subsidy
which the hospital reccives from the Gov.
ernment.

My, GRIFFITHS (York) [100]: lno the
report of the Medieal and Tlealth Depart-
ments the following appears under the head-
ing ““School hygiene and medieal inspection
of children'';—

The report of the medieal officer for
schools affords irrefutable evidence of the
value of the work of that branch and of
the necessity for extending its application,
cgpeeially in those dircetions whieh will re-
sult in the prevention of the very numerouns
unhealthy conditions bronght to light.

The figures discloge that 20 examinations
were made last year in as many different
sehools, out of n total of 663 schools in the
State. From the tenor of the report one
would be apt to conclude that thia work was
developing iu rather a large way, but the re-
port of the Fducation Departinent points out
that the system of inedieal juspection of
children has been lamentably inadequate. 1
tope that something more than passing atten-
tion will be paid to this phase of the work of
the Health Department. Regarding the regis.
tration of midwives, I would like the Minister
to inform e whether anything has been done
respecting the Red Cross donation of £15,000
from Great Britain which it was intended
should be devoted to a bush nursing scheme.
The work being done in the city has beeu the
gubjeet of special reforence by the Silver
(hain Teague.

The Coleninl SBecrctary:
been appointed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We have not heard much
nbout it; in fact the scheme seems to be dead.
The people in the backbloeks would be glad
if this scheme were brought to fruition. An
item of £250 is provided for railway ambu-
lances. This is a small amount. There arc
seven or eight ambulances provided through-
out the State, which nmnber in my opinion is
ingdequate, The work of the Silver Chain is
deserving of assistance from the Government.
I had the pleasure recently of attending the
opening of homes in North Perth for aged
people of the city. The league iz doing a
very fine work. It is providing nurses for the
sick and mneedy, and in fact its activities
geonerally are deserving of the hizhest com-
mendation and the best support that can
be given them. When the items are undor
disensgion T shall have several questions to
ask the Minister regarding railway ambu-

A committee has
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lances and school hygicne, and medical in-
apection of children, and I hope he will be
able to satisfy me that the latter work is
proceeding as satisfactorily as the report
would lead us to helieve,

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10.4]: T hope that
the Minister will be able to give greater con-
sideration to the subsidised hospitals in the
country. The Cue hospital has reeeived no
inerenge during the last five years, netwith-
slanding that the cost of medicines and other
suppliea has advanced so greatly. The Cuc
heospital has 303 subscribers, and in 1918 the
sum of £787 16s. Gd. was collected in addition
to & sum of £282 2s. 2d., which was raised by
other efforts, making a total of £1,069 18s. 3a.
A sum of 288 4s. was collected for mainten-
ance, which brings the total to £1,158 2s. 8d.
Theso figures speak well for the efforts of
the comparatively small number of subserib-
era to the Cue hospital. The subsidy received
lagt year was £698 17s. 8d., and the Govern-
ment grant amounted to £16 18s. 44d., a total
of £716 16s. 1d. This is the whole amount
received for the (lue hospital, and as [ have
preinted out, the people themselves contributed
£1,069 18s. 8. T urge the Minister to give
more favourable consideration to this institu-
tion. T happen to know what it cost to run
3 R Government hospital. Tt cost the Cov-
croment over £3,000 a year, and now they
are paying only £700 towards its upkeep.
Requests have been muade for an increased
subeidy, and the people themseclves have been
urped to make greater efforts on behalf of
the hospital. The subseribers are paying
£3 108, 7d. per head towards the maintenance
of the hospital, which is very ereditable in-
deed. T o not wish to draw any comparison
with Perth; quite a lot of people from out-
back places are treated at the Perth Public
Hosnital. T hope that the Government will
be able to extend greater vonsideration to the
outhaek hospitals. No provision is made in
the Estimates for the building of a reerea-
tion hall at Wooroloo,

The Colonial Secretary:
tre piving £1,000,

Mr, CHESSON: It is necessary that some-
thine should be done to provide a hall so fhat
thes patients may enjoy reasonnble comfort.
Theutrical parties visit the institution amd
there ia practically no place in which they
ean entertain the patients. A reereation
hali would be of value as a shelter for
patirnts during the wet weather, T visit
the institution as much as any wember, and
[ have noticed that during wet weather a lot
of the natients have te po to hed simply he-
cause there is no other place where they ean
ro.

The Government

M PICKERING  (Sussex) [10,10]: 1
endar e the remiarks made by the member for
Willimms-Narrozin  (Mr. Johnston) regarding
the ray for nurser in public and other hos-

pitals  The pay should undouhtedly be in-
erepued, T know of a nurse who is going
on leave. She is reeciving the munifieent sum
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of 258, 3 week. and has to pay 15s, a wek
for her keep. Nurses have to work 12 hours
4 day, and I think their shifts eonld be ro-
dueed  considerably.

The Colonial Seeretary:
an assisted hoapital?

Mr, PICKERING: No, in the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital, The Government acted unwisely
in reducing the vote to the Perth Public
Hospital, because it must be realited that
this institution is of ronsiderable benefit to
country patients. (n the other hand I cer-
tainly think that some blame ia attachable
to the hoard of the hospital for the defalca-
tions in the accounta whereby considerable
loss wus involved. Apart from that T do not
think the hospital should Le victimised in
any way. 1 regret that the amount provided
for assisted hospitals has been reduced.
The Busselton hogpital has been steadily
improving so far as loeal contributions are
concerned. Thia year a special aports
gathering has been arranged.

The Colonial Sceretary: The amount has
not been decrensed.

My, PTCKERING: The sum for the Bus-
velton hospital this yezr is lesa by £350, and |
helieve it is taken off the salary of the
medical oflicers. TIn view of the iuereased
cost of living, T am strongly opposed to u
rednetion  in the salary of the medical
officers in my diafriet.

Is that nurse in

The Colonial Seeretary:  Where there is
more than one and where we have a district
medieal officer, the other man would be will-
ing te pay something to get a practice.

Mr PICKERING: The reduction is unwar-
ranted. more cspecially in view of the faet
that the assisted hospitals are doing se mueh
in their own hehalf, T would like to know
if the Minister von make a statement regard-
i the apnlication hy the peowle of Capel
for a subsidy for a wedical officer in that
district. [ am glad that the Minister takes
a seriouns view of the necessity for the in-
speetion  of  schoo!  ehildren,  The re-
port laidl  on  the Table  illustrates
how vital are these inspections, and !
trust thai the Minister will give effeet to the
statement he bas made.  The rame remarks
apply to the dental inspeetion of children. T
do not desire to streas anything on this parti-
vular vote, eveept that T greatly regret any
reduction in the amonnt eranted to assisted
hoapitals. T hope the Minister will recon-
sider the guestion of the sums paid to the
medieal officors of thess institutions,

Mr. MONEY (Runbury) {10,13]: One
item in these Estimates which strikes me more
than anv other is the decrease in the amount
provided for dirtriet nursing,  Probably no
hospital assistance s equal to the agsistance
that ean be riven to the gick by the district
nurses. The services of a district norse must
tend to lessen the expenditure of the dis-
triet hos-itals, Tu many caser if the nurse
can attend in time, serious illness is pre-
vented, [f any item in these  Fatimates
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should have been increased, it is the item
provided for district norsing.

Hon. P. Collier: There is. £1,000.

Mr. MONEY: Last year the actual ex-
penditure was £2,289 and the amount of the
vote this yeur is £2,150.

Hon, P. Collier: Last year they had to
deal with the influenza epidemie,

Mr. MONEY: Epidemics are of frequent
vccurrence. We are constantly referring to
the discomforts of country districts, and to
the want of bospital accommodation and
medical assistance. Surely we ean help in
this direction more than in any other by ea-
couraging this system of distriet nursing. It
would be an excellent thing if the Govern-
ment would give a subsidy of pound for
pound upon all moneys raised by the people
in the country for the establishment of this
system of distriet nursing.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They always sub-
sidise where thers is not a medical officer.

The Colonial Seeretary: A sum of £50 is
provided.

Mr. MONEY: Even where therc i3 n
medical officer it is just as necessary that
there should also be & distriet nurse. Here
is an opportunity to do something to mini-
mise the dizseomforts that are said fo exist in
country distriets. People have to travel long
distances to Perth to reeeive medical atten-
tion which could well be given on the spot
at less expense and inconvenicnee if a trained
nurse was available when required. T hope
this question will be seriously considered by
the Governnient and that some system of sub-
sidising local effort will be adopted. This is
the third year in which this matter has been
brought forward but the system remains the
same,

Genera! debate concluded; votes and items
discused as follows:—

Ttem, Public hogpitals, £31,000:

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: Why has this item
been reduced by £5,500?  The Fremantle
Hospital is badly in need of funds. Last
year a8 the resnlt of a s~eeial effort £1,600
was raised, and only £300 has been raised
since, A further effort 3s now being made to
raise more money. but even if that is dome
it will be impossible for the ingtitution to
earry on effectively on the subsidy allowed.
The present subsidy 13 Jess than it was in
1916, and vet there are more patients to pro-
vide for. ‘The hospital is in debt, hbut it must
he kept open. The committee of management
was appointed by ‘the Government and is,
therefore, acting on their behalf. Seme as-
sistanee should be rendered to enable the
institution to he earried on.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T can
unly tell the hon. member that T will bring
the matter bhefore the Minister in eontrol of
thia department. It was eonsidered that these
hospitals ahould be run on more economiecat
lines, and it was for this reason that the sub-
gidy was reduced. T think the Fremantle
fipapital coinmittee is doing better work than
the Perth hospital eommittee in the matter
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of collection of fees, hut there are many per-
sons who attend these institutiens who should
be made te pay for their treatment, hut who
do not o so. The collections at the Perth
Public Hospital represent 12 per cent., at
Fremantle 22 per cent., and at the assisted
hospitals 76 per cent, of the total amounts
lte. The number of heds occupied from
1912 to 1915 was practically the same at the
Pertlh Public Hospital ns was the case in
1019, and yet the expenditure inereased from
£23,000 to £34,000, and the amount con-
tributed by the Government from £19,000 to
£25,000. During 1917.18 the sum of £25,000
was written off for bad debts and in the fol-
lowing year £13,000 was written off. This
indicates the need for greater effort in the
collection of fees from patients.

Item, Assisted hospitals, £7,700.

Mr. PICKERING: The hospital at Bus-
setton has been working under difficulties for
some thne past. Has a sum of money been
provided on the Estimates for the necessary
additions to that institution?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: A sum
ot £1,300 has been provided for a maternity
ward and quarters for the Principal Medieal
Officer.

[tem, General, £2,500:

Mr. MONEY: Has the Minister the de-
taila under the heading of <‘distriet nurses,
grants in aid, £1,100°°2

The (COLONIAL SECRETARY: Lhis is
a sum provided for payment for district
nurses. Where there i3 a maternity home in
a eountry town, a sum of £50 is provided for
a nurse. [ take it the whole sum is for thia
|urpose. '

Mr. MONEY: I understand this greant is
made in Toralities where there i no medieal
officer.

Hon., W. €. Angwin:
stanee.

Mr, MONEY:
for the distinetion.

Mr. PICKERING: What is the result of
the experiments that are being conducted in
conmeetion with railway ambulances, and has
the poliey proved a suecess?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Ambu-
lances are fitted up on trolleys in the differ-
ent distriets and a strefeher is provided. We
have no ambulanee actually doing that work
alone. Tn ease of emergeney or aceident an
engine and van are provided to bring the
patient to a hospital, if that is proved to be
neeessary.  The prineiple may be extended if
it proves a snhecees.

Ttem, Wooroloo Sanatorium, £18,500:

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister stated by way
of interjection that the Government were giv-
ing £1,000 towards the crection of a hall at
Wooroloo. T can find no aueh item on  these
Estimates.

The Coloninl Seeretary: Tt need not be on
these Fstimates.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt would appear on
the Loan Estimates.

Not in every in

[ fail to see the nceessity
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Mr. MUNSIE: In his report the Woorcloo
wedienl officer says—

1t is to be hoped that the public interest
will he maintained regarding the necessity
for the erection of a recrention building
for the use of the patients, as during the
winter months the inclement weather makes
it impossible for a large number of the
patients to get abont in the open, and it

is highly desirable that they shall have a

building where they can enjoy a modicum

of comfort and the means of cntertain-

ment,
A deputation whieh waited on the Government
in this connection some little time ago stated
that to buil? a decent hall would cost £3,000,
A promise was made that £2,000 would he
obtuined from the public if the Government
would grant £1,000. Kven if the publie give
only £1,000, T hope the Glovernment will give
the other £2,000, so that & hall may be avail-
alide for next winter.

The ("olonial Secretary: A cousiderable sum
has already been iaised by the publie.

Me. HARRISBON: Having visited the sana-
torimm on several oceasions, and having scen
the conditions under which the patients work,
T bhave pleasure i stating that the patients
sliow ntteh interest in their pgaurdening, From
the medieal afficer T wnderstood that the Gov-
ernment  were granting pound for pound
towards the cogt of a hall,

The Colonial Beeretary: No, One thousand
peunds was promised to the deputation, and
that ia all the deputation asked for.

Mr. HARRISON: Better accommeodation
should be provided for the patients in wet
and c¢old weather, Morcover, there should e
a place available for the holding of enter.
tuinments. 1t must be romombered that the
Wooroleo patients are ewt off from inter-
course with the rest of the population.

Mr. WILLCOCK: A hall is an absolute
necessity at ‘Wooroloo, and the original plans
shonld have provided for onc. The methods
adopted in connection with the efforts of the
Ugty Men ta raise funds for the building of
a hall have been scriously detrimental to the
general welfare of the patients. The proper
treatment of tubercular patients is plenty of
rest and plenty of good food, and an absence
of excitement. The Tgly Men competitions
have rve-aeted very adverscly on the patients,
who should not beav the responsibility of pro-
viding by their efforts any portion of the
amount required. T hope the Government will
make themselves finaneially responsible for
the building of the hall, without ealling on
the unfortunate patients to rnise any portion
of the money.

Ttem, Nurses, £660:

Mr. PICKERING: During the general dis-
cusgion o qguestion was put to the Minister
regarding the Government’s intentions as to
the nursges, who are getting very small pay.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mat-
ter is being dealt with by the Minister him-
sclf,

Ttem, Health inapectors, £4,473:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W, . ANGWIXN: T unaerstand that
early closing inspeetors come under this item,
and [ want to draw attention to the laxity
gshown in allowinag fireworks to be sold last
riday night in Fremantle shops, and par-
ticularly Chinese shops, after closing hours.
The Chinese were selling fireworks up to 10
and 11 pm., and the town of Fremantle
sufferedd something in the nature of a Dbom-
bardment. A lIady fell fainting in the strect,
aml o soldier snflering from shell shock was
alse prostrated. ‘The affair was positively
disgraceful between 9 n’clock and half-past
10. Some lireworks, costing as much as 5s.
caech, were thrown inte the air, where they
went off with a report like a cannon. Tt was
impossible for the one or two policemen who
were on duty in the streets, to control the
disturbance. In faet, fireworks were thrown
at the police. ™ad the shops been ¢losed at
% p.am., the distorbanee wonld not have ac-
euwrred, beenuse the fireworks could not have
been obtained. I saw one lady drop in the
sireet in n dead faint, and I saw a returncd
soldier who was suffering from shell shock,
tumble dewn in a fit,

Mr, Teesdale: What were the inspectors
doing?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am drawing
the attention of the Minister to what oc-
enrred in Fremantle on the night in ques-
tion, and [ hope the Government will see
that the importation of these fireworks is
prehibited.

The Colonial Secretary:
an Act to do that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T know that,

Ttem, Sehoo! hygiene, £1,457:

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Minister stated
that it was proposed to appeint an additional
medical offiecr to carry on this work.

The Colonial Secretary: And a nurse,

Hon. P, COLLIER: And I think a dentist
ag well. T hope the Government will go
right ahead wtih this work. Naturally, dur-
ing war time it was negiected but now that
the war is over, we should continue the work
and persevere with it. The report of the
medical officer, Dr. Jull, who carried gut an
inspection in the schools last year, is very
disquieting. While many of the children of
coursc were not examined, the medieal officer
dealt with 3,316, The report thows that of
that number 3,125, or roughly, all except
200, were defective regarding their teeth,
cleanliness, and from other causes.

The Coloninl Sceretary: Naturally, Dr.
Jull examined thosc cases she thought it
neeessary to do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The children would
not be selected. She would go through the
schools and examine the whole of the chil-
dren.

The Colonial Secretary: Not neeessarily
s0. She would pick out at a glance those
who nceded cxamining.

Hon. P. COLLIER: BExeluding teeth and
cleanliness, 2,571 or 32.5 per cent. were de-
ficient from one cause or another, Tt i no

Tt would require
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uge appeinting additional medical officers to
carry on this work unless some power is pro-
vided to ecompel parents to take action in ae-
eordance with the report submitted. Dr, Jull
reports that, from her experience, the vast
majority of parents ignorc the reports. The
time of the medical officers and the cxpense
involved will be largely wasted unlesy the
parents are compelled to tuke action in the
interests of their children.

The Coloninl Seceretary:
drastic thing to do.

Hon. T. COLLIER: At the sainc time,
we take power under many of our Acts to
compel people to do things which are distaste-
ful and which they will not do unless they
are so compelled. Tt is necessary to take
action to compel the parentz to act uwpon
tho reports submitted.

Mr, Munsic: Tlow would you provide for
a ease where a wedienl officer hag submitted
a report regarding a ehild, which report con-
flicks with that obtained from the family
dactor, saving that the treatment suggoested
Was UNIICEeS|Ary,

on. P. COLLIER: Tn such a case, in
view of the private practitioner’s contention
that action was not necessary, no punishment
would follow.

The Colonial Secrctary: .\ parent might
not be able to afford to take the necessary
steps.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That may be so, and
in such cases the Govermment should provide
the neeessary medical attention. Tt is mest
remarkable that such a dislosure as that
mentioned by Dr. Jull, regarding the defec-
tive heatth of the children, should be made,
and it is regrettable that parents show so lit-
tla conccrn abeut the welfare of their chil-
dreu.

The Colonial Recretary: The children are
only slightly defective in most cases.

Hon. P. COLLTER: But the slight de-
feeta lead to greater trouble in after life.
M diseussing this matter with a doctor, he
stressed the point that operations which were
simple when the child was young, beeame
quite another matter when the child was
older.

Mr. ANGELO: Do the two doctors simply
cxamine children, or do they give the ehil-
dren  lectures?

Hon. P. Collicr. They examine the chil-
dren and write out the resulta on ecards for
the information of the parent.

Mr. ANGELO: Would it not be as well
if the doctors guve lectures at the different
schools?

The Colonial Secretary: That would mean
inercasing the staff atill forther.

Mr. ANGELQ: The fizures quoted by the
leader of the Opposition demonstrate that
such teaching ia very nceessary. It would be
well to have the doetors go round the varions
schools and give the children instruction on
the subject.

Vote put and passed.

Tt would be 2
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Department of Agriculfure (Hon, 1L P.
Golebateh, Minister), the Minister for Works
in ¢harge of the vote.

Vote—Minister for Agrieulture, £67,222,
Postponed Item, Incidentals, £5300:

The CLLAIRMAN:
postponed from lith
open for (iscussion,
uther thau this jtem.

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: It will
be remembered that when this was under dis-
vusgion the member for (ascoyne moved that
the item he reduced to £4,000. He and other
members were under the impression that the
Minister in charge had flouted last session's
resolntion of the Committee that full par-
ticulars should be given of cach item. Of
vourse it was never intended to flout the
Committee. lowever, T now have the par-
ticulars. The item iz for £5,300, The ex-
penditure last year was £4,208, so there is
un increage of £1,002, The details are as
follows:—Travelling  expenses  Jast  vear
amceuntell to £1,359, whereas this year they
are estimated to be £1,605, Irieght and fares
last year awounted to €890, whereas this
year it ia  estimated the sum  will be
£1,331.  Postage and telegrams last year vost
£621, the estimate this year being £630,
Stationery aml offices requisites amounted to
£122 last year and’ the estimate for this
year is £120, Offiee eleaning aml other wages
representeil £331 last year, the cstimate this
year heing £350, Motor hire, sundry stores
and repairs last year ran into £360, the cs-
timate this year being £7689, General ex-
penses last year amounted to £4325; the es-
tunate for this year is £495. Houn. wmembers
will sce that on travelling expenses theve ia
an inercase of £24G, on freight and faves
£341, on postage and telegrama £9, on station-
ery and office requisites & decrease of £2, on
oftice cleaning au inerease of £19, on motor
hire an inerease of £409, on general expenses
an inercase of £70. In regard to tbe iu-
crease of £246 in the travelling expenses, [
am informed that certain experts now em-
ployed were not employed for the whole of
last yenr, that also the seale of expenses in-
ercuses with the salary, and that in addition
the cxperts are uow required to do more
travelling than they did before, Inm regard
to the increase of £341 in freights and fares,
Eormerly seasomal railway tickets were is-
sued, but Cabinet has decided that this year
and in foture the department shall be re-
quired to purchase for ity travelling experts
n separate railway ticket at ordinary fares
for each journcy taken. This inercases the
apparent cost of railway travelling to the
department, but hon. members will bear in
mind that whereas this department wmay have
to pay more, the vevenue of the Railway De-
partment is eorrespondingly inerensed. In re-
gard to the increasc of £19 in office cleaning
and other wages, this includes £150 prid to
the Fremantle flarbour Trust as a recoup of
their cost of collecting inspection fees, while
the wages of the cleaners have been in-
creased,  Tu regard to the inereasc of £409

There is here an item
Qctober. It s now
The 'vote was passed
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for motor hire, this includes the upkeep of n
motor ear for the dairy expert and of addi-
tional motor travelling of other experts. The
inerease of £70 on general expeunses includes
payment under the Workers' (Compensation
Act and payment of accident allowances to
officers, secds for experimental pnrposes,
snhgeriptions to newspapers and magazines
aml gundry items génerally. There will he a
considerable payment this year in aecident
allowances to the sheep and wool expert, who
has been in hospital simee June as the resuilt
of a motor-car ac¢ident while on duty. Tn
regard to the ineidental item as a whole, the
increases arve generally accounted for hy the
preater number of travelling cxperts for the
full year, u higher seale of travelling ex-
penses, the necessity for the experts travel-
ling over wider arcas, the uecessity for im-
proved transport facilities, increase in wages
and inerease in cost of stores, That is the
whole of the information I have, and T think
it i3 in full.

Hon. W. " ANGWIN: The Minister
pointed out that travelling expenscs, freights
and fares run to approximately £1,400. How
much of that goes to the TMonorary Miuister
(Hon. C. . Baxter) on account of his fre-
quent trips to Melbourne¥

Mr. Troy: All of his expenses are dchited
to the Wheat Pool,

Mr. Harvison: You asked that question
lagt year.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: No, T did not.
Apparently tho travelling cxpenses provided
for the experts ig more than their salary.
The Honorary Minigter presumably draws
about 30s. per day in travelling expenses.
{£ the State is called upon to pay these ex-
penses it would he better to have a Minister
stationed in Melbourne. We might appoint
a new Minister to settle there, or we might
for a change appeint someone to represent
the consumers on the wheat hoard. The Min-
igter, by travelling backwards and forwards,
in wasting time and wmonecy, and nothing ix
being doune.

Hon. P. Collier: They arc doing something;
they are scheming for higher pricen,

Hon. W. (", ANGWIN: Tf a man were sta-
tiomed in Melhourne he would know what wau
going on. The Minister should he able to
tell us whether this large amount for travel-
Jing expenses and fares is exeessive.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T ddo not
think that the expenses of the Honorary Min.
ister who attenda the meetings of the Wheat
Board are incladed. T think his expenses are
provided from the funds of the Wheat Beard.

Ifon, W. C. Angwin: Not the Minister’s
EX[IETSCE,

The MINISTER TOR WORKS:
thev are.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is to he hoped thev are
when the hoard is getting the henefit of his
tring, Tf we have to nay his expenses and he
i3 nutting up the price on na it is pretty hot.

Mr. Troy: We can well afford to pay them,

Hon, P. Coliier: 'The Minister had hetter
further postpone the item.

T think

[ASSEMBLY.}

The CHATRMAN: Ordere!
desires to iuterject a little,

The MINMETER FOR WORKS: T think
members should be quite satisfied with the ex-
planation [ have given. T'he inercase is £387,
aml from the wotes supplicd to me, T do not
think the amount includes anything for the
Minister 's expenses, though it may do so.

Hon, I Collier: If it does not we will not
vote the amount.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: 7T think
this amount represents the expenses of ex-
perts in vigiting different parts of the coun-
fry.

flon, P. Collicr: Would the Honorary
Minister come under the heading of an ex-
pert?

Mr. Pickering: He ought to by this time,

Mr. ¥mith: Who are the experts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do nok
kvow who they are. T have given more in-
fermation that has ever been given before.

Han. 7. Collier: Rut it is not complete.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The information
used to he piven in the Kstimates

The MINISTER FOR- WORKS: The hon.
member had better ask questions to obtain
the information he requires.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The items were given
in the Medical Estimates.

Mr. Troy: Where is the Minister who bas
control of the department?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Tu
train bound for the South-West.

Mr. Troy: Ie ought to be here.

The MTNTSTER FOR WORKS: T cunnot
give information which T have not got. When
n cow ig dey, it ia of no use trying to atrip
her still further,

[tem put and passed,

This comypleted the Estimates of the De-
partment of Agricolture.

The Minister

the

Progress reported.

RBILTS (2}-RETURXNED.
1, Public Service Appeal Boarl.
With requested amendments.

2, Treasury Bonds Defieiency.
Without amendment,

Ifause adjourned at 11.9 p.m.




